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Editorial

ran Mirror’s second edition is here with
us. As with Issue number 1, several
stories in this edition reveal more
of the rich Iranian Culture and artistic
creation which I hope will connect with
our dear readers.
Similar to blood running through
the veins of arteries, culture has long
been of considerable importance. Iran
is an ancient country with a history
of civilization and rich Culture; it has
something to offer to everyone.
From culture lovers to the adventurous,
there are many sightseeing places from
mountain climbing, skiing, shopping at
many magnificent shops and bazaars,
great restaurants, splendid parks, and
of course historical and archaeological
places of interest with over 5,000 years
of history.
Tehran, the capital of Iran, with a
population of over 10 million rests by
the side of the Alborz Mountains and the
lofty snow-covered mount Damavand.
The cities included in the list of the
world cultural heritage and civilization
are Isfahan, the former capital of Iran
and the legendary city of architecture
and Shiraz, also a former Iranian
capital, with its historical and magnificent
Persepolis and the birthplace of the
greatest Iranian poets, Hafez and Sa’di.
The I.R. of Iran has gained a lot of
great achievements in various fields. One
of the proudest achievements is rapid
growth and active presence in scientific
fields with thousands of patents being
registered. Iranian researchers have
been among the world’s top scientists
elevating Iran to a country with high
position in scientific products. Other
achievements which we never had before
can be seen in mastering technology
of nuclear fuel cycle and being among
the world’s top 5 countries in that field,
successful entry into new sciences such as
nanotechnology, laser, microelectronic,
robot manufacturing science, software,
hardware development and building
supercomputer, unprecedented increase
in capacity of universities, number of
scholars & students, significant increase
of doctors transforming the country
into regional hub of medical tourism,
acquiring knowledge in stem cells,

being among top countries in kidney,
heart transplantation and eye diseases
treatment, being first in pharmaceutical
production, export in the Middle East,
self-sufficiency in producing different
vaccines. Industrial development has also
made fast progress with construction
of numerous industrial parks, refineries,
complexes for building wind, gas and
fossil power plants
This June marks the 29th anniversary
of the sad demise of the founder of the
Islamic Republic of Iran Imam Khomeini.
Imam Ruhullah Khomeini died on
Saturday, June 3, 1989, at the age of
89.
Had the Islamic Revolution and the
great Imam Khomeini not existed and
if Islam had not been the driving force
of the Revolution and the great change
brought to the Islamic, there would not
have been any hopes for bringing to
an end the humiliating and the barbaric
dictatorship of the Pahlavis.
The Holy Month of Ramadhan is
continuing in which many Muslims in
Kenya and around the world find meaning
and inspiration in acts of charity, worship
and meditation that strengthen their
imaan. The act of fasting is a practice
of perseverance and self-restraint which
give strength to both body and mind.
Fasting fosters one’s awareness and
understanding of the hardship of the
less fortunate, thus creating compassion
and purifying one’s heart. I take this
opportunity to wish all Muslim brothers
every success in their noble endeavour
during the sacred month of Ramadhan,
and hope that the results of such merits
would lead to greater happiness, success
and the fulfillment of their wishes.
Lastly Our Cultural relation with
Kenya has gone a notch higher with
the establishment of our new website
irankenya.org. Visit this site for more
information on Iran.
Thank you readers. Enjoy your read.
Mahmoud Majlesain
Cultural Counsellor Embassy I.R.I
Nairobi-Kenya

Tribute to Imam Khomeini – A Great
Leader of all time

T

his June marks the 29th anniversary of the sad
demise of the founder of the Islamic Republic
of Iran Imam Khomeini. Imam Ruhullah Khomeini
died on Saturday, June 3, 1989, at the age of 89.
The Islamic Revolution of Iran is no doubt a unique
and rare event of the twentieth century. Imam
Khomeini (R.A.), the leader of the Islamic Revolution
of Iran, inspired a multitude of people to fight for
their rights. He challenged such intimidating forces
as the Shah’s powerful regime with its heinous SAVAK
apparatus. Leading such a revolution required a
courageous leader of considerable character.
“Leader and leadership in the divine religions
including Islam is not in itself something grand to
make men proud and self conceited”. “If they call
me a servant, it would be better than being called
a leader. Being a leader is not what matters. What
matters is service, Islam has made it necessary for us
to serve! I am a brother to Iranian people and regard
myself as their servant and soldier...” Imam Khomeini
(R. A.)
The Islamic Republic of Iran produced Imam
Khomeini (R. A) who is regarded as one of the most
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prominent leaders in the World; his leadership
styles proved to be incomparable to most of the
leaderships existing today.
Imam Khomeini (R. A) distinguished himself
considerably from other leaders of his time. He
attracted many scholars who attended his lectures
in large groups. They found him a unique lecturer in
rational sciences. The charismatic leadership style
of the Imam manifested itself when he effectively
administered the Islamic Revolution of Iran even
when he was far away from Iran where the
Revolution was taking place. He managed to direct
and control the struggle from remote in exile.
Furthermore, his leadership stamina was a shining
example when it was demonstrated by his ability to
defeat the world of arrogance and create a sense
of self- confidence amongst the oppressed people.
The victory of his movement was like an earthquake
that shocks the so called super- powers which were
left trembling.
Imam Khomeini expressed support for the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights; in
Sahifah-e-Noor (Vol. 2, page 242), he states:
IRAN MIRROR JUNE 2018
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“We would like to act according to the Universal seen in the way that he took the corrupted system
Declaration of Human Rights. We would like to be that had been ruling the country, and replaced it
free. We would like independence.”
with a political system of love and service to the
Imam Khomeini led an ascetic lifestyle, being people rather than ignoring them. Rather than
deeply interested in mysticism, and was against the ignoring people’s destiny--particularly that of the
accumulation of land and wealth by the clergy.
youth--caring for the destiny of the people and
Many of Imam Khomeini’s political and religious caring for the destiny of the youth rules now, and
ideas were considered to be progressive and special attention is paid to them. Instead of losing
reformist by leftist intellectuals and activists prior self-esteem before foreigners, self-reliance spreads
to the Revolution.
among people day by day. Instead of political,
Imam Khomeini’s definition of democracy economic and cultural dependence on foreigners,
existed within an Islamic framework. His last will political, economic and cultural independence is set
and
testament
largely focuses on this as the goal.
line of thought,
The late leader
“If they call me a servant, it would be better of the South Africa
encouraging
both the general
than being called a leader. Being a leader is Nelson Mandela
Iranian populace,
not what matters. What matters is service, used to say
the
lower
Imam Khomeini
Islam
has
made
it
necessary
for
us
to
serve!
economic classes in
the
founder
particular, and the
of
the
Islamic
I am a brother to Iranian people and regard
clergy to maintain
Republic should
myself
as
their
servant
and
soldier...
”
their commitment
be
considered
to fulfilling Islamic
as a leader of
revolutionary
ideals.
all freedom movements and should be followed
The great Imam Khomeini’s noble artistry was throughout all times and eras.
Mandela met the supreme leader of the Islamic
Revolution Sayyid Ali Khamenei in 1999 in Tehran
and after the historic meeting he said that the great
Imam Khomeini was not only a leader for the great
nation of Iran but he would have been considered as
the great guide of the ongoing freedom movement
across the globe.
The African leader also expressed pride to pay
pilgrimage to holy shrine of Imam Khomeini for
twice and said that the great Imam had confronted
the conspiracies and plots of colonial powers in our
contemporary era.
Had the Islamic Revolution and the great Imam
Khomeini not existed and if Islam had not been the
driving force of the Revolution and the great change
brought to this country, there would not have been
any hopes for bringing to an end the humiliating
and the barbaric dictatorship of the Pahlavis.
Following Imam Khomeini’s demise, Ayatollah
Seyyed Ali Khamenei came to be selected on June
4, 1989 by the Assembly of Experts to be his
successor, in accordance with the Constitution.

Imam Khomeini (r.a) arrives on February 1, 1979
from France.
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Ayatullah Khamenei on the Occasion
of Imam Mahdi’s Birth Anniversary
In the Name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful
irst of all, I would like to congratulate you dear
brothers and sisters on this auspicious Eid, which is
full of hope and promise for all faithful people. I
also congratulate all those who believe in the leadership
of the Prophet’s (s.w.a.) household and all those who
fight oppression as well as all vigilant, knowledgeable,
and freedom-seeking people.
The 15th of Sha’ban is a day that is full of promise.
This promise is neither peculiar to Shia Muslims nor even
the entire Islamic Ummah. To the best of my knowledge,
the promise of a bright future for humanity and the
arrival of a promised savior for promoting justice are
universal beliefs that are shared by almost all divine
religions across the world. Apart from Islam, Christianity,
and Judaism, even Hindi faiths such as Buddhism - and
other religions that most people have not even heard
about - have informed their followers of such a future
in their teachings. In fact, this has provided man with

F
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a kind of hope throughout history. It is a response to
human need for this hope.
Divine religions - which often have divine and
celestial roots - did not intend to give people false
hopes. They all expressed a reality. There is a reality in
the creation of man and in the long history of humanity,
and that reality is that one day the battle between
good and evil is going to result in the defeat of evil
and the victory of good. After this stage, man’s true and
pleasant life is going to begin in which struggle will no
longer imply fighting. Rather, people will struggle for
equality in doing righteous deeds. This is a fact that is
shared by all religions.
One outstanding characteristic of our Shia beliefs is
that this denomination has transformed this aspiration
and this abstract concept into a concrete reality. In
fact, when the Shia are waiting for the arrival of the
promised savior Imam Mahdi (a.s.) and are not lost in
their fantasies, they are searching for a reality. He is
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Islamic Republic of Iran Supreme Leader, Ayatullah Sayyid Ali Khamenei
alive and lives among the people. He sees people. He
can feel their sufferings. Those who are lucky enough
and have the capacity sometimes meet him without
recognizing him. He is alive. He lives among us with his
parents. He has a name. This is what characterizes our
Shia beliefs.
And the followers of other faiths who do not believe
in this reality have never been able to provide any
logical reasons to reject this belief. There are several
obvious and strong reasons, also accepted by Sunni
Muslims, which are a testimony to the existence of this
exalted servant of God. All these reasons provide
evidence that Imam Mahdi (may our souls be sacrificed
for his sake) is living among us - and we are all aware
of his characteristics. This is what has been cited in
many non-Shia sources as well.
The birth date of the pure-hearted son of Imam
Hasan al-Askari (a.s.) is known to everyone. His miracles
and those who are connected with him are also known
to us. God Almighty has granted a long life to him.
These are the characteristics of the Imam of the Age
(may our souls be sacrificed for his sake) whom all the
nations of the world, all ethnic groups, and people from
all faiths and races are impatiently waiting for at all
times. These are the beliefs of Shia Muslims about this
important issue.
One important point regarding the issue of
Mahdaviat is that in the Islamic and Shia belief systems,

8

IRAN MIRROR JUNE 2018

waiting for the arrival of Imam Mahdi has been
interpreted as waiting for salvation.
What does salvation mean? It means being saved.
When do we usually yearn for salvation? We do so
when we are in a difficult situation, and when there is a
problem. When we face problems, we are in need of
salvation - that is someone who can solve our problems
and save us. This is an important point.
The true meaning of waiting for a savior is that those
who believe in Islam and the religion of the Prophet’s
household (a.s.) identify the problems of humans in the
modern world. This is what they should actually do. They
are waiting for the problems of humanity to be solved.
The issue is not limited to my or your problems only. The
Imam of the Age (may our souls be sacrificed for his
sake) will come to solve the problems of humanity. He
will come to save humanity forever.
This means that those who are waiting for the
arrival of Imam Mahdi are discontent about the current
situation of the world - the unfair situation of the world
in which many innocent people are oppressed, many
are misled, and many others do not find the opportunity
to worship God. Waiting for the arrival of Imam Mahdi
means opposing the current situation that is prevalent
in humans’ life, and which has been caused due to the
prevalence of ignorance and carnal desires in humans’
life. This is the true meaning of waiting for the arrival
of Imam Mahdi.
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Look at the current situation of the world. The same
situation which has been talked about in the traditions
related to the arrival of Imam Mahdi (may our souls
be sacrificed for his sake) currently exists in the world:
The world is brimful of oppression and tyranny. This
has been mentioned in different traditions and prayers
related to the arrival of Imam Mahdi. “God will fill the
world with justice through him [Imam Mahdi] just as it
was once full of oppression and tyranny”. Oppression
and tyranny has constantly been prevalent in humans’
life. The same situation currently exists in the world.
Today, oppression and tyranny are prevalent in the
world. Today, the life of human beings is dominated
by the oppressive
and arrogant powers of
the world. This is the
situation that exists
“
in all parts of the
world. Today, human
beings are suffering
many a problem due
to the prevalence of
”
tyranny and carnal
desires in their lives.
The existence of two
billion people suffering
from hunger, the
existence of millions of
people who are under the influence of carnal desires
in non-divine governments, and the pressure that is
currently being exerted on faithful people and those
who fight for justice on God’s path - such as the Iranian
nation who has managed to raise the flag of justice in
a certain part of the world - are all indicative of the
prevalence of tyranny and oppression in the world.
Today we are waiting for a savior. This means that

we are waiting for a strong and powerful
savior to bring justice to the world and put an
end to all the oppression and tyranny which
is currently prevalent in the life of humans.
We are waiting for that savior to put an end
to this state of oppression and tyranny and
bring justice to the life of humans. This is a
permanent need for a living and conscious person. It is a
need for those who have not limited themselves to their
personal lives only. All humans with a broad perspective
on the general life of humans would naturally be
waiting for that day. This is the true meaning of waiting
[for the savior]. Waiting for Imam Mahdi means that
we should not accept or be satisfied with the current
situation in our lives,
and we should make
efforts towards living
an ideal life. And it is
evident that such an
ideal situation can only
be created by Imam
Mahdi (may our souls
be sacrificed for his
sake). We should prepare ourselves to fight like a
soldier for such a situation.
I hope our dear nation will benefit from the
immaculate prayers of the Imam of the Age (may our
souls be sacrificed for his sake). I hope our nation will
increase its loyalty and devotion to Imam Mahdi (may
our souls be sacrificed for his sake) on a daily basis. I
hope our hearts will have the capacity for the arrival of
Imam Mahdi (may our souls be sacrificed for his sake)
and the world will be ready for his great revolution.

God will fill the world with justice
through him [Imam Mahdi] just
as it was once full of oppression
and tyranny

IRAN MIRROR JUNE 2018

9

IRAN MIRROR

RAMADHAN

T

The Blessed Month of Ramadhan

he Month of Ramadhan is here again;
a blessed and much revered month for
Muslims all over the world.
Perhaps no other month in the year
punctuates the lifestyles of Muslims around the world
more than the holy month of Ramadhan. In this month,
Muslims are actively involved in Ibadat, or acts of
devotion, including fasting, prayers, late night prayers,
Quran recitation, and other forms of worship.
During Ramadhan, Muslims are expected to abstain
from food, drink and other pleasures from dawn to dusk.
Removing these comforts from daily routine is intended
to focus the mind on praying, spirituality, charity and to
purify the body and the mind.
Muslims are also expected to abstain from impurities
such as gossiping and cursing. The exceptions to fasting
include pregnant women, people who are mentally
or physically unwell, and sometimes women who
breastfeed. It is not mandatory for children to fast until
they reach puberty though many choose to observe the
latter part of the month in preparation for later years.
Muslims tend to give Zakat al-Fitr which is the charity
given to the poor at the end of the fasting in the Islamic
holy month of Ramadhan.
Fasting in the month of Ramadhan (the 9th month
of the Islamic lunar calendar) is one of the Five Pillars
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upon which the “house” of Islam is built. During this
month, every able-bodied Muslim, is required to fast,
everyday from dawn until dusk
In Islamic ahadith many praiseworthy and interesting
names such as “the auspicious month” and “the best
period for the recital of Qur’an” have been mentioned
for the month of Ramadhan. But the name “the month
of Allah” is the most outstanding name and the most
beautiful title which has been used for the month of
Ramadhan.
In spite of the fact that every month is “Allah’s
month”, this month is specifically called “the month of
Allah” due to its great importance. Thus this name has in
itself endowed this month with a special superiority and
a specific spirituality. In this month, the greatest Divine
Book (the Holy Qur’an) has been revealed.
Observance of Ramadhan is mandated in the
Quran, Allah says in the noble Quran: “O you who
believe! fasting has been prescribed for you as it was
prescribed for those before you, that you may become
Al-Muttaqoon (the pious).” (Qur’an, 2:183)
The main wisdom of fasting during the month of
Ramadhan is for a Muslim to attain piety. Piety is
uprightness of actions with sincerity that one’s good
deeds are done only for the pleasure of Allah alone.
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Fasting is superior to other good deeds because it is a
good deed that no one could see except Allah. A Muslim
may see another person make Salah or give charity.
But only Allah truly knows who is fasting because a
Muslim may be known publicly to be fasting but when
he is alone by himself may drink and eat during the
fasting hours of Ramadhan. Because of this Allah has
a special reward for fasting compared to other good
deeds.
Ramadhan is the Month of Quran, the Month of
Taqwa, the Month of Prayers, the Month of Charity and
the Month of Remembrance of Allah. It’s a season for
us Muslims to organize, struggle and liberate ourselves
from the addictions, temptations and unbridled desires.
It’s a month for the spiritual and physical rejuvenation
of oneself and the wise and fortunate amongst us are
those that reap the most of what this month has to offer.
Imam Ja’far as-Sadiq (as) said: “Allah has only
prescribed fasting so that the wealthy and the poor can
be made equal through it. This is because the wealthy do
not feel the touch of hunger, and thus (by fasting) they
may be moved to have mercy for the poor. Whenever,
the rich want something, they are able to acquire it. So,
Allah wanted to equalize between His creations, so that
the Rich could taste the touch of hunger and pain, and
have sympathy or the weak and mercy for the hungry”.
Fasting is an institution for the improvement of moral
and spiritual character of human being. The purpose

of the fast is to help develop self-restraint,
self-purification,
God-consciousness,
compassion, the spirit of caring and sharing,
the love of humanity and the love of God.
Fasting is a universal custom and is advocated
by all the religions of the world, with more
restrictions in some than in others. The Islamic Fast,
as opposed to mere starvation or self-denial, is an
act of worship and obedience to God, thanksgiving,
forgiveness, spiritual training, and self-examination.
As we continue with this year’s Ramadhan, it may be
beneficial to recall last year’s Ramadhan to assess how
successful were we in aligning our behaviors with the
spirit of Ramadhan. If we reflect and ponder, we can
most likely recognize the many ways where we may
have fallen short in fulfilling the spirit of Ramadhan
and how we can refocus to potentially make this year’s
Ramadhan better than last.
Blessed be those who have learned from their
experience of sacrifice during the month of Ramadhan
the most appropriate way of living and the best of
morals that are to be followed for the rest of their lives!

“If

we adopt a comprehensive
outlook, we see that there is no
difference between men and
women”
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How Iranians celebrate the Holy Month
of Ramadhan

Worshipers reciting the Holy Quran

P

eople in Iran are mesmerized by the spirit of
Ramadhan every year. Different tribes and ethnic
groups in the country have special rituals to celebrate
the holy month of Ramadhan. Ramadhan has been a great
event for Iranians since the advent of Islam and some
customs are still alive in different parts of the country to
celebrate the fasting month.
Ramadhan is one of five pillars of Islam, alongside the
declaration of faith; prayer five times a day; alms-giving;
and the pilgrimage to Mecca. It is the ninth month of the
lunar Islamic calendar during which, Muslims fast from
dawn to dusk, which is an exercise in self-restraint, aimed
at making the rich experience the suffering of the less
unfortunate.
Here are some of these rituals, which are done by
Iranians in different parts of the country to celebrate the
holy month of Ramadhan:

welcome the holy month of Ramadhan by fasting three
days before the beginning of the month. They begin to
fast from the last days of Sha’ban – the month before
Ramadhan - which is one of the meritorious months in Islam.
They also hold Khatm-e An’am, a kind of ceremony
during which the attendees read the Surah Al-An’am from
the Holy Quran before the Iftar meal - when people end
their fast at sunset.
The attendees break their fast with some bread, pinch
of salt and some water, which the host put in a large tray
by the host.

A bag of blessing in East Azarbaijan
On the last Friday of the holy month of Ramadhan,
women and girls of each family in the northwestern
province of East Azarbaijan gather together and sew a
bag for their family.
They put some money in the bag and keep the bags in a
Welcoming Ramadhan in Mazandaran
box until the next Ramadhan. They called it ‘Barkat Kisasi’
People in the northern province of Mazandaran in Azeri dialect, which literally means ‘bag of blessing’,
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which they believe that protect them from being poor.
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One of them is called ‘Ya Ramadhan’, originally
‘Yari Ramadhan’, which literally means ‘half of
Jomeh-Alwedaii in Shiraz
Ramadhan’.
On the last Friday of Ramadhan, people in the
On the 14th and 15th nights of Ramadhan,
southern city of Shiraz go to mosques to pray for their a clergyman or an elderly man accompanied
wishes to come true.
by a group of men walk along alleys and
Known as ‘Jomeh-Alwedaii’, the ceremony is attended streets of the city or the village and sing a song
by young girls who wish for getting married and infertile about the resistance of those who fast during the first two
couples wish for having a child.
weeks of the month and encourage them to fast for the
Pregnant women also sew the first cloth of their future two coming weeks.
child in the mosque on this day believing that it brings
They go door to door and one of them carries a bag
happiness and luck for him or her.
in which they collect what the families give them and
other people answer ‘Allah Hoo’.
Ya Ramadhan ritual by Turkmen
They share the collected items for poor people.
Turkmen who live in northeastern parts of the country
hold several rituals during the holy month of Ramadhan.

Women in a Quran recitation session

Cultural Council
Embassy of I.R.Iran
Nairobi-Kenya

The Cultural Counsellor of the Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, wishes all muslims in Kenya and
the World, a blessed Ramadhan. May Allah accepts all your deeds and grant your needs.
IRAN MIRROR JUNE 2018
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Trees and plants embellish living
environments, restore climate:
Ayatollah Khamenei

Ayatollah Khamenei watering a tree he planted during the Ira’s tree planting day

On the occasion of Iran’s National Day for Tree Planting
and National Week of Natural Resources, the Supreme
Leader of the Islamic Revolution planted two fruit saplings
this morning, March 6, 2018.
After planting the fruit saplings, Ayatollah Khamenei
described the ceremony and the National Day of Tree
Planting as an excellent tradition held throughout the
country.
Highlighting the importance that plants, forests, and
pastures have in restoring the climate, embellishing the
living environments, and producing useful products for
humans, he addressed Iranian officials by stating: “The
officials must work to prevent damage to the trees in our
cities.”
He further mentioned: “There are forests in Tehran that
some people seek to exploit; but, such actions must be
prevented, it [forests exploitation] would damage civil life
and safety.”
The Leader of the Islamic Revolution recommended
that the officials of related departments, including the
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Ministries of Agriculture and Power, seriously consider
watershed management regarding the planting of trees
and creating green spaces. He added: “This policy—if
implicated—might help avert dust particles causing air
pollution and can prevent floods.”
This is the second year that Ayatollah Khamenei chose
to plant fruit trees on the Iranian national occasion. This
year he planted a fig and an apricot sapling, whereas
last year he had planted apple and cherry tree saplings.
In 2017, during the tree planting ceremony, the Leader
of the Revolution stated: “Someone wrote to me once ‘why
won’t you plant fruit trees?’ So, this year we planted fruit
trees, one apple, and one cherry tree.”
Last year, he insisted on the importance of having
fruit trees in the country, and that importing fruits from
abroad can be detrimental for the country’s agricultural
environment, adding that: “Fruit trees have the advantage
of nourishing our people with the delicious fruits native to
our homeland. Our different varieties of fruits—there is a
rich diversity—are different from fruits in other countries.

As I have heard, they are more delicious, juicier, sweeter,
and generally of better quality. Unfortunately, I have also
heard that we are importing fruits: this is unacceptable
(when available resources are in Iran) and (imports) must
be limited to absolute necessities.
General Policies of Ayatullah Khamenei on the
Environment on the basis of the first clause in Article 110
of the Constitution of Iran.
1. Comprehensive,
harmonious
and
organized
management of vital resources (including the air,
water, soil and environmental diversity) based on
ecological capability and sustainability particularly
by increasing capacities and appropriate legal
and structural capabilities accompanied by public
participation.
2. Establishing a cohesive and national system on the
issue of the environment.
3. Improving environmental conditions with the
purpose of helping society enjoy a healthy
environment, administering justice and observing
intra-generational rights.
4. Preventing and prohibiting the circulation of all kinds
of unlawful pollutants, recording crimes related
to the environment, administering efficient and
preventive punishment of polluters and destroyers
of the environment and forcing them to compensate
for their actions.
5. Continuous refinement and control of air, water, soil
and noise pollutants, destructive waves and rays
and unfavorable climatic changes, and making
compulsory the observation of environmental
standards and criteria in implementing rules
and regulations, development plans and spatial
planning.
6. Preparing an environmental atlas of the country
and protecting, reviving, optimizing and developing
renewable natural resources (such as seas, lakes,
rivers, dam reservoirs, wetlands, aquifers, forests,
soil, grasslands and environmental diversity
particularly of wildlife), imposing legal restrictions
on using these resources in line with their ecologic
capability (their sustainability and resilience
capabilities) on the basis of sustainability standards
and criteria, the management of sensitive and
valuable ecosystems (including national parks and
other national environmental heritage), preserving
genetic resources and developing and improving
them at the level of international standards.
7. Managing
climatic
changes,
confronting
environmental threats such as desertification, dust
particles, drought and microbial and radioactive
transmitters, promoting foresight and identifying and
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managing new environmental phenomena.
8. Expanding the green economy by
emphasizing:
8.1. Low-carbon industries, the use of clean
sources of energy and healthy agricultural
and organic products, the management
of waste and wastewater by optimizing
economic, social, natural and environmental
capacities and resources.
8.2.
The reformation of production patterns in
different economic and social areas, the improvement
of consumption patterns of water, various resources
and materials, food and energy sources particularly
through promoting those fuel sources that are in
harmony with the environment.
8.3. The promotion of green and non-fossil modes
of public transportation such as electric modes and
an increase in public transportation particularly in
large cities.
9.
Balancing and preserving, in an optimal
way, 		
ground water through watershed and
aquifer
management, managing elements that
reduce groundwater utilization and evaporation and
preventing the entrance of pollutants.
10. Establishing an environmental auditing system in
the country by considering environmental values and
costs (destruction, pollution and revival) in national
accounting.
11.
Supporting and encouraging investments and
technologies that are compatible with the environment
by using proper means including green taxes.
12. Preparing an environmental behavior chart and
promoting and establishing environmental behavior
and culture based on constructive Iranian-Islamic values
and patterns.
13.
Improving studies and scientific research,
utilizing new environmental technologies, benefiting
from constructive domestic experiences in the area of
preserving the balance of ecosystems, and preventing
the environment from being polluted and destroyed.
14.
Raising and strengthening societial awareness,
knowledge and outlook about the environment, and
strengthening religious culture and teachings related
to social responsiblty particularly through enjoining
to do good and forbidding evil with the purpose of
preserving the environment at all levels of society.

IRAN MIRROR JUNE 2018
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Iranian windcatchers: Taming hars

I
A

ranians have managed to tame the hostile conditions
of arid climate and extremely warm regions
for thousands of years through construction of
windcatchers as a sustainable air ventilation technique
and artistic representation of their ingenuity in
architectural designs.
wind catcher, wind tower, or as Persians called it,
badgir, is an architectural element for creation
of natural air conditioning in buildings in arid
and extremely warm areas.
The birthplace of the technology is still unclear, but
it is believed to be initially used by ancient Egyptians.
However, it was the Iranians who made the most of
the versatile technology and excelled at building the
world’s most famous windtowers.
Apart from arid and semi-arid areas in central
and southern Iran, windcatchers can also be found in
traditional Persian-influenced architecture throughout
the Middle East, Pakistan and Afghanistan.
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Depending on several factors such as geographical
and climate conditions, architectural design, purpose
of use and budgetary considerations, windcatchers
are built in different shapes, including uni-directional,
bi-directional, and multi-directional shapes.
The structures mainly serve as temperature
regulators, which draw the cool airflow into the building
and transfer warm stale air outside.
In dry areas, the incoming airflow is further cooled
down by passing above a water pool, howz, or water
canal, qanat, located under the badgir. The technique
is particularly used in the design of public water
reservoirs, Ab anbar, where several windtowers chill
down the interior section of the structure even to near
freezing temperature.
n warm humid areas, such as coastal regions, water
pools are not used under the windtowers. Instead, the
tower allows the low-density hot air to travel upwards
and escape out the top and create an airflow which

arsh climate for natural ventilation

constantly traps the high-density cool air below inside
the building.
The direction of the windcatcher depends on the
speed and quality of the wind in the environment. In
desert areas, where the wind is mainly hot and dusty,
the open side of the tower is directed northward to
prevent the flow of dust into the building and allow the
cooler northern breeze to enter the structure.
The rooms located under windcatchers in residential
buildings are also used as a place to preserve food
stuff for longer periods.
Apart from the practical purposes of windcatchers,
the structures are also used as decorative architectural
elements which even represent the social status of the
owner of the building.
Elaborate brickworks, tileworks and plaster artworks
are used to give the windcatchers a more artistic shape.
The Iranian city of Yazd is particularly famous for its
stunning skyline, beautified by countless multidirectional
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windcatchers decorated with myriads of artistic designs.
Every year, the UNESCO World Heritage Site, also
known as the city of windcatchers, attracts hundreds of
thousands of tourists who come to enjoy the charming
view of the skyline and traditional urban design of
Yazd.
The city is also home to the world’s tallest windtower
located in the historic site of Dowlat Abad Garden. The
octagonal windcatcher is 33 meters high and includes
unique decorative designs in its exterior and interior.
Nowadays, the technique is once again becoming
popular, with Iranian architects starting to use the
design in several post-modern buildings.
The windcatcher technology has also recently been
used in Western architecture, including in the visitor
center at Zion National Park, Utah, the Kensington
Oval cricket ground in Barbados and the Saint-Etienne
Metropole’s Zenith.
IRAN MIRROR JUNE 2018
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35th International Quran Competition a
Manifestation of unity

I

ran’s International Quran Competition a Iran’s
International Quran Competition in the Islamic
Republic of Iran is held annually bringing together
throngs of Muslims from all over the globe.
The Competition is organized by the Center for Quranic
Affairs of Endowment and Charity Affairs Organization.
The Competition host over 3000 participants from almost
80 countries of the world including Kenya.
One of the major programs for the Islamic Republic
of Iran is the promotion of the Holy Quran. Recitation
of Quran, becoming familiar with Quran, understanding
and memorization of Quran are among these programs.
These international competitions are one of the
manifestations of such programs.
Attendance of Quranic representatives from
different countries of the world has caused this great
international event to serve as a movement in parallel
with manifestation of unity and solidarity of Islamic
nation; a unity that Muslims need in these years more
than any time else.
The Islamic Republic of Iran unite the Islamic community
more and more by these competitions, to promote the
qualitative and quantitative level of recitation and
memorization of the Holy Quran in which top reciters and
memorizers of Quran in the Islamic world can transfer
their experiences to each other.
A great part of the Iranian artistic scene is essentially
devoted to various Qur’an-inspired art-forms namely,
Illuminated Qur’anic pages and Qur’anic calligraphy
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practice, among others. Since the emergence of Islam,
Iranian artists withheld their routine practices and
employed their skills to adorn buildings and scriptures
in an unparalleled manner that is not seen in any other
Islamic country.
Memorization and recitation of verses from the holy
Quran are viewed as an art-form, with the annual event
attracting more and more enthusiasts.
This year is the 35th International Quran Competition
which took in Imam Khomeini mosalla, Tehran, Iran.
It was officiallyopened in a ceremony on Thursday, 19th
April 2018.
The competition is in five categories, including those
for women, school students, seminary students and

(in black) Mohamed Baari, a Kenyan representative at the Iranian
International Quran competition

visually impaired.
During this year Kenya was represented by Mohamed
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Baari Mohamud in recitation (Qaari) Cultural Section of the Embassy
category)
of the Islamic Republic of Iran and
your supplementary documents
Rewards
will be sent to us in the same way.
Although God has awarded you Therefore, in order to participate in
the best prize which is
the competitions, please contact the
your familiarity with
Cultural Center of the Embassy of the
the Holy Quran, Islamic
“
Republic of IRAN has
considered large gifts
and prizes for these
competitions. We will
award gifts to all the
participants; however,
”
the top five individuals
in each field will be
awarded a special
Islamic Republic of IRAN domiciled in
prize in addition to
the your country.
said rewards.
- If you have already participated
in the international competitions of
Conditions and Regulations
the Holy Quran in the recent two
The competitions are held in two years, you cannot participate in this
fields, namely memorization of the round of competitions.
entire Holy Quran and recitation of
If you have achieved the first
the Holy Quran.
rank of competitions in the previous
You should be introduced by rounds, you cannot participate in this

round of completions.
based on the regulations
of competitions, you can
participate only in one
field.
- Please be careful
in choosing the field because
you cannot change
it
after
selection
and completion of
application form.
- In order to
participate in the Holy
Quran competitions of
the Islamic republic of
IRAN, you should have
at least 18 years old and at the most
40 years of age.- Please note that
each country is authorized to select
only one reciter and one memorizer.

The Competition hosts over
3000 participants from almost
80 countries of the world
including Kenya

Abdulahi Yusuf Ismail from Kenya during the 34th International Quran competition in 2017. He participated in the
Memoraisation category where he became position 6 behind Musa Motamedi from Iran, Yasser Al Ahmad from Syria
and Abdullah Mohammed Adam from Sudan.
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Iran Economy in Brief

I

ran is the second largest economy in the Middle
East and North Africa (MENA) region, with a gross
domestic product (GDP) of USD 438.32 billion in
2017. It also has the second largest population of
the region after Egypt, with more than 79 million
inhabitants. Its economy is characterized by a large
hydrocarbon sector, small-scale agriculture and
services sectors, and a noticeable state presence
in manufacturing and financial services. Iran’s vast
natural resources have one of the largest natural gas
reserves accounting for nearly %16 of the world’s
total.
Iran is also rich in zinc and copper deposits (4th
and 9th largest in the world, respectively).
Over the last few decades, Iranian economy has
been diversified, and aside from the oil industry,
which still remains an attractive and pro table area
for investment, a whole range of diverse investment
opportunities have emerged.
The country is endowed with a growing educated
population and high-quality human resources. Iran is
a major producer of steel, cement and petrochemical
products in the Middle East and North Africa.
There are many thriving opportunities in Iran in
mining, agriculture, healthcare, telecom, tourism,
banking and finance with the potentials to generate
outstanding return on investment.
Iran stands out in the region and globally with
many comparative and competitive advantages.
The country is now highly focused on transferring
innovative technologies, modern managerial skills,
higher local completion and new export markets
in the context of its foreign investment promotion
program.
Iran, where most major industrial players are state
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owned and partially listed on Tehran Stock Exchange
(TSE), has one of the most diversified economies
among Middle Eastern countries.
Iran is also the last remaining major emerging
economy in the world with a young and dynamic
population and a thriving business community
committed to entering the global market. The
recent political achievements of Iran and significant
government efforts have transformed the country into
an attractive place for investment. In addition, the
private sector of Iran has a long history of involvement
with global companies, and they are keen to work
more closely with foreign entities in order to expand
their network as part of the global community.
The diversity of the Iranian economy, the high
volume of natural resources and the highly educated
young workforce make Iran a great place to plan for
future investment.
And the United Nations, in its latest World Economic
Situation Prospects, has forecast a 5.3% economic
growth for Iran in 2017, noting that the growth is
projected to settle at 5.1% and 5% over the next
two following years respectively.
“The economic situation in the Islamic Republic of
Iran has improved visibly in recent years. In 2017,
GDP growth remained relatively robust at 5.3%,
after surging by an estimated 12.5% in 2016 due
to a strong expansion of oil production and exports.
GDP growth is expected to remain above 5% in 2018
and 2019, supported by easing monetary conditions
and an improving external sector,” the UN report
reads, adding that future economic growth in Iran
depends on attraction of foreign direct investment.

T

ehran International Book Fair is staged in Tehran
early in May on an annual basis. The cultural event
has turned into a landmark, momentous book fair in
Middle East and Asia after 27 editions in a row.
More than 5 million visitors visit the Tehran Book Fair
annually, itss a unique number of visitors which cannot
be seen in any other exhibition, and has introduced a
worldwide record in the field of exhibitions.
Average 2,500 domestic and 600 foreign publishers
participate in the landmark event. The foreign publishers
substantially offer their materials in English and Arabic
however titles in French, German, Chinese, Korean or
Japanese are also available.
Publishers participating in the 31st edition of the book
fair in May 2018 represented over 60 countries. The
exhibition hall was 75 thousand square meters in area
and the event run for 10 days.
All books are up for grab through direct sales during
the event. In the TIBF event last year, over 120 billion
Rials (nearly $38 million) worth of books were sold.
Hundreds of cultural projects are carried out during
the term of the landmark Tehran event as sidelines
activities, including book review sessions, face-to-face
meetings with Iranian authors, lecture sessions, and
writing workshops. In the latest edition of the TIBF event
over 250 sessions of the kind were staged in a center in
the fairground called House of Authors.
Subjects exhibited include but not limited to
Humanities, religion, philosophy, literature, social sciences,
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art & architecture, pure and applied sciences, computer
science, information technology (IT), medical science, and
engineering & technology.
In the international section, the most new publications
of well known foreign publishers are put on display for
sale. This section consists of the following halls:
• Pavilion A1: Latin and other languages exhibitions
venues (except Arabic);
• Pavilion A2: Arabic exhibition venues;
• Pavilion B: Book Fairs, Embassies, cultural
representatives and friendship societies
• Pavilion C: Global book market (literary agencies,
Right Center, scouts and ...)
Registration: The participants can register directly or
through their official representative(s). Representatives
should be authorized to exclusively represent one or
more international publishers at the fair.
Large publishers might authorize more than one
representative if they maintain the exclusivity for one or
more imprint(s) or specialty area(s)
Registration of the participants of 31st Tehran
intl book fair will be possible through this email:
intldeptrelations@tibf.ir.
Rates of the Stands: Rents for the stands in different
hall of int,l section of the fair are as follows:
• Arabic language Book Publishers: 50 EUR/sq. m.
• Latin Language Book Publishers: 80 EUR/sq. m.
• Cultural Representatives and Embassies: 150 EUR
sq. m.
IRAN MIRROR JUNE 2018
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E-publishing: Technology between lines

F

or me, book reading is always associated with
scent of papers, flipping through pages and
holding books in my hand. However, reading lags
caused by busy daily life makes me think twice about
my book reading habit
Which one do I
prefer?
Enjoying
a world of books or
succumbing to page’s
charm? Definitely the
first!
The solution is very
easy: Using e-books and
audio books! They are
always at hand even
in your dead times and
it does not occupy any
space as well. Now I
enjoy the books that
I love when I do the
chores or jammed in
traffic and hence I
can enjoy more books.
E-publishing is a great option for book readers
in modern lifestyle. During recent decades, several
e-publishing companies have been launched in Iran to
meet this demand.
Some of these e-publishers are participating in the
st
31 Tehran International Book Fair, which took place at
the Imam Khomeini Mosalla from May 2nd 2018.

“#No_to_Not_Reading_Books” is the motto of this
edition of the exhibit, which runs until May 12.
Searching for some of e-publishers who participate
at the book fair, their names do not appear on the
search engines of TIBF website. The information booths
at the book fair also do not register their name as
participants as well.
Looking
for
them through aisles
of Shabestan, the
main part of Tehran
book fair, finally
I found them in a
” row at the bottom
aisle surrounded by
visitors, who were
working with their cellphones to download the book
reading apps.

“E-publishing
is
a
complementary to print
books in modern lifestyle
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Audio books: bon hearing!
Vavkhan, is one of audio book publishers, which has
attended Tehran International Book Fair, with the motto
of “bon hearing!”
“We have been producing audiobooks in different
categories of novels, stories, poems, history and children
since five years ago and we have published the works

since 18 months ago,” Vavkhan official Sourena Amidi
told the Tehran Times.
He called audiobook a new window toward the
world of book reading.
“We are not a rival nor an alternative for print
publishing,” he explained.
He said that producing audiobooks is a part of a
social duty to preserve trees and nature.
“Audio books is a part of book publishing in all parts
of the world, which is welcomed due to modern busy
life,” he explained.
He said that Vavkhan has now 37000 active users
and they hope it increases in coming months.
“We care about the books’ copyright hence our files
cannot be downloaded and our CDs cannot be copied,”
he explained.
E-publishers at the heart of TIBF
“Our booths are located at the heart of the book
fair this year and this is great,” Mahboubeh Ab-Barin,
the head of marketing at Fidibo e-book publisher told
the Tehran Times on Monday.
In previous editions, the e-book publishers were
separated from the main hall and exhibited their works
at another section, she explained.
“I believe that we are book publishers and this is
great that we can represent our works alongside with
other print publishing at the fair,” she added.
Fidibo offer over 24000 e-books and audiobooks
for book readers during its six-year career, she said.
“E-books and audio books are great alternatives
for those people who do not have time to read print
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books,” Ab-Barin explained.
She also talked about the first Persian
e-book reader Fidibook, which is recently
unveiled as a great motivation for reading
e-books.
“Young generation enjoy technology and
this device is attracting for them encouraging
them to read e-books,” she added.
She said that according to some researches done
by the Fidibo, many people who had not read books
previously, are encouraged to enjoy book readings
through e-books.
“You know, cellphone and electronic device are
attractive for most people and e-book and audiobook
as a part of this enchanting complex can attract more
addressee,” she added.
Tehran International Book Fair is actually is a great
bookshop, which is not good, she lamented.
“Book fair should provide an opportunity for
publishers and authors to meet each other, however
we are just responding to visitors during this time,” she
explained.
E-publishing is a complementary to print books in
modern lifestyle. You can still enjoy the papers of book
in your hand but you can optimize your dead times by
downloading book reading apps in your cellphones.
Due the low rate of reading in Iran, may be it is a
way to save tradition of book reading amongst Iranians.
Technology as a modern attraction can be great help
to reconcile books with young generation. Hence, they
can enjoy libraries and holding books in their hands!
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Iran implementing
commitments under JCPOA: UN
The United Nations’ nuclear watchdog says Iran is
honoring its commitments under the nuclear agreement
it reached with world powers in 2015 a day after US
President Donald Trump pulled Washington out of the
landmark deal in defiance of international warnings.
The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
issued a statement
on
Wednesday,
“
reiterating
that
Iran is in full
compliance with the
terms of the Joint
Comprehensive Plan
of Action (JCPOA),
a document that
came out of years
of
negotiations
between Iran on
one the side and
six world powers,
namely the US, Russia, China, Germany, France, Britain,
on the other, in July 2015.
“As of today, the IAEA can confirm that the
nuclear-related commitments are being implemented
by Iran,” said a statement by Yukiya Amano, director
general of the Agency, which is tasked with monitoring
the technical aspect of the JCPOA’s implementation.

The announcement came hours after Trump officially
declared that his country is pulling out of the JCPOA,
saying Washington will not only reinstate the anti-Iran
sanctions that were lifted as part of the deal, but will
also “be instituting the highest level of economic” bans
against the Islamic Republic.
Trump made
no mention in
his
Tuesday
announcement
about
any
act by Iran
that could be
interpreted as a
violation of the
JCPOA’s terms.
He only lashed
”
out at the deal,
saying it had
“weak” limits on
Tehran’s nuclear program.
However, the IAEA statement contradicted Trump’s
claim and said, “Iran is subject to the world’s most robust
nuclear verification regime under the JCPOA, which is a
significant verification gain.”
Amano had said in March that the JCPOA had
enabled the body’s inspectors to closely monitor Iran’s

As of today, the IAEA can confirm
that the nuclear-related commitments
are being implemented by Iran,”
said Yukiya Amano, director
general of the International Atomic
Energy Agency
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nuclear activities.
“Our inspection work has doubled since 2013. IAEA
inspectors now spend 3,000 calendar days per year
on the ground in Iran,” said Amano back then, adding
that JCPOA’s failure “would be a great loss for nuclear
verification and for multilateralism.”
Trump’s controversial announcement came despite
recurrent calls from other parties to the JCPOA as
well as the entire international community for the US
to keep its side of the accord, which has been hailed
by the world community as a victory for international
diplomacy and teamwork.
Germany, Britain and France as well as the European
Union have announced that they would remain in the
agreement, insisting that the JCPOA is functioning
properly.
The IAEA statement went on to say that it will continue
to monitor Iran’s commitment to the deal despite US
withdrawal from the agreement, which has been
endorsed by UN Security Council Resolution 2231.
“As requested by the United Nations Security Council
and authorized by the IAEA Board of Governors
in 2015, the IAEA is verifying and monitoring Iran’s
implementation of its nuclear-related commitments
under the JCPOA,” said the IAEA statement.
The JCPOA went into effect in January 2016. The
IAEA has since then confirmed Iran’s full compliance in
numerous quarterly reports.
Inside Iran, senior officials have joined voices to
condemn Trump’s attack against the JCPOA.
President Hassan Rouhani has said Iran will for now
stay in the nuclear deal, and that the Foreign Ministry
will be negotiating with the European countries, Russia,
and China in the weeks to come before making any
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decision about the future of the deal.
“I have instructed the Iranian Atomic Energy
Organization to take the necessary measures
for future actions so that, if necessary, we can
resume industrial enrichment without limit,”
President Rouhani said.
Leader of the Islamic Revolution, Ayatollah
Seyyed Ali Khamenei says President Donald Trump’s
speech announcing US withdrawal from a nuclear deal
with Iran was “silly and superficial.”
“Last night you heard that the US president made
silly and superficial remarks. There were maybe more
than 10 lies in his comments. He threatened both the
establishment and the nation, saying he will do this and
that,” Ayatollah Khamenei said in a meeting with a
number of teachers and university professors in Tehran
on Wednesday.
“Mr. Trump I tell you on behalf of the Iranian nation:
You are making a damn mistake.”
The Leader made the remarks one day after
Trump announced Washington’s withdrawal from the
Iran nuclear agreement, officially called the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA).
Ayatollah Khamenei stressed that the US problem
with Iran was not related to the country’s nuclear
program.
“We accepted the JCPOA, but enmities with the
Islamic Republic did not end. Now they raise the issue
of our presence in the region and the issue of missiles.
If we accept them too, they will bring up another issue,”
he said.

Yukiya Amano, director general of the
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
IRAN MIRROR JUNE 2018
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M

any countries are currently
seeking
to
promote
themselves as ideal medical
tourism destinations. However, it is
of crucial importance being able
to render high quality services with
international standards at a more
affordable price compared to
developed countries.
Furthermore, climatic and cultural
attractions, as well as beautiful
four-season nature, historic monuments,
and ancient culture can also be
influential in the selection of a country
as a destination for medical tourism.
Iran in Medicine
World-renowned
Iranian
physicians, the significant growth in
scientific articles published by Iranian
scientists and researchers in worldwide
scientific databases in recent years,
pharmaceutical and therapeutic
inventions, and treatment of many
incurable diseases represent only a
part of Iran’s medical potentials and
progresses.
Besides, in the light of change
in its attitude towards long-term
perspectives, the Iranian government
has made great strides in turning
the country into one of the pioneers
in medical tourism in Asia and the
Middle East through modernizing
and organizing the healthcare system
and cooperating with private sector
investors.
Specialized and sub-specialized
heart
hospitals,
sub-speciaized
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ophthalmology
centers,
sub-specialized
dental
clinics,
neurology, and neurosurgery and
other medical departments in which
the most updated medical procedures
are being practiced bear testament
to the tremendous capacity of Iran’s
health cate infrastructure.
According to international statistics,
Iran is a world-leading pioneer in the
field of plastic surgery. For instance,
Rhinoplasty is being performed to
the largest scale in Iran compared to
other countries. This clearly reflects
the scientific support and maximum
possible quality of such surgeries.
The simultaneous presence of these
factors has already resulted in the
annual visit of thousands of patients
to Iran in order to benefit from the
country’s healthcare services. Patients
who come to this country belong to
various different nationalities, from
neighboring countries in the Middle
East to European countries and even
America, Canada, and Australia.
Iran has about three million
expatriates throughout the world
many of whom take care of their
major medical needs as they visit
their families and enjoy the tourism
attractions of the country during the
visit of their homeland.
The relatively low cost of healthcare
services in Iran is another reason
worthy of consideration for selecting
this country as a fine destination for
medical tourism. In addition to creating
economic savings for tourists of the

health and medicine domain, low
rates for exchanging other currencies
into Iranian Rial have also resulted in
Iran becoming a competitive market
among other well-known countries.
Iran in Tourism
According to UNESCO, Iran is
placed among the first ten in the world
countries with a wealth of first-class
cultural and historical attractions. It
also enjoys four-season nature with
various climates.
Postoperative recovery is one of
the most important periods of any
treatment procedure during which
fostering proper mental conditions
and perfect relaxation can accelerate
complete recovery. Iran’s beautiful
nature can help patients at this stage
to pass the postoperative period in
the best possible mental state.
Iran is an Islamic country with
hospitable and peace-loving people.
Geographical positioning in the
Middle East, good cultural environment
and an extended potential in
providing medical services have
already resulted in a high demand
from Islamic countries to benefit from
Iran’s medical services.
Utilizing years of experience in the
field of tourism, as well as cooperating
with medical specialists and the largest
and the best-equipped hospitals
and medical centers, Aaron Tarfand
Atin Company (ARTA) offers medical
services of the highest quality which
are commensurate with your budget
and health needs.
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Iran the Better Option for Cancer Treatment

The Immense cost of cancer
treatment is one of the main challenges
of health care systems all over the
world.
Many might not know this fact but
Iran is now one of the most famous
and preferred destinations for low
cost but high quality cancer treatment.
Statistical figures show that more
people from all around the world
enter Iran for medical treatments
annually.
Iranian
surgeons
and Cancer specialists
are among the most
skilled and experienced
doctors in the world,
most of whom having the
membership of western
surgeons’
communities
including American and
European
surgeons’
communities.
The hospitals and
Cancer Centres in Iran
are all standardized with most
advanced and up-to-date equipment
to serve international clients.
Cancer Research Center, Shiraz
Institute for Cancer Research, Tehran
University of Medical Sciences are
among some of the most prominent
and successful cancer research
facilities. These institutes devote

themselves to find new ways for the
earlier diagnosis to increase survival
rates, effective treatments with fewer
side-effects.
In virtue of state-of-the-art
technologies such as polymer-based
Nano carriers for the targeted release
of the anti-cancer drug curcumin, these
centers can provide the most needed
care and assistance to patients, one
patient at a time on the road ahead
to a cancer free world.

in the shortest time possible and with
the highest accuracy. The biosensor
has so far yielded successful results
in detecting cancers that require
tissue sampling such as breast cancer,
prostate cancer and cancer in lymph
nodes.
This system has been patented
only in Iran and the US, and no other
country has yet the technology to
develop such a biosensor.
Iran has also found a new method
for detecting cancer
and curing it even at
early stages.
Recently
DrMajidWarkiania
top Iranian Cancer
Specialist and his
team created a
biochip that filters
a cancer patient’s
blood to identify and
then remove cancer
cells.
The system known as “dialysis for
cancer” is cheaper and less painful
than current methods and it can
dramatically reduce the chance of
cancer recurrence.
“We put it inside one of our biochips
and the cells go under migration, and
they get affected by hydrodynamic
forces.”

“Iran’s latest product is the tenth
generation of cancer sensors and
is able to detect various kinds
of cancers in the shortest time
possible and with the highest
accuracy.”
Iranian researchers have developed
highly accurate and cost-efficient
biosensors that can detect cancers that
require tissue sampling.The biosensors
have been designed and developed
via nanotechnology.
Iran’s latest product is the tenth
generation of cancer sensors and is
able to detect various kinds of cancers
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“Under those forces that we
are applying to the cells inside
the chip, the bigger cells go up
to the cancer cell outlet and the
smaller cells get pushed down and
essentially they get fractionated,
they get separated.”
The chip can be used to
diagnose the cancer, and also
to dramatically reduce the costs
associated with treatment.
Patients usually need regular
scans to check to see that their
tumors are shrinking, which cost
around $700 per scan.
But the biochip can be used
instead to monitor the level of
cancer cells in the blood, and

DrWarkiani estimates these tests
will cost between $50-$100.
Affordability is definitely the
number one factor in Iran’s medical
services and treatments compared
to other countries. Thousands of
medical procedures are available
at a competitively lower cost;
therefore, making a medical trip
to Iran is economically reasonable.
From Lasik eye surgery to the
most complicated heart surgeries
and even cosmetic surgeries, the
professional surgery team in
Tehran will satisfy all your medical
needs with comfort and ease and
at a very affordable rate.
For Kenyans seeking Cancer

treatment abroad at affordable
rate it’s high time to try Iran, it’s
the best option.
Those who are looking for
high-quality Cancer Treatment in
Iran with a rather low price, can
choose to be treated in Iran and
can be assisted with high quality
medical care. As we know any
delays and interruptions in these
types of medical procedures
can lead to the reduction of the
effectiveness of treatment.
Depending on the type of
cancer, the treatment of various
cancers might be trying to
eradicate or kill cancer cells
started.

BREAST CANCER
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Cancer Research Center, Shiraz
Institute for Cancer Research,
Tehran University of Medical
Sciences are among some of the
most prominent and successful
cancer research facilities. These
institutes devote themselves to find
new ways for the earlier diagnosis
to increase survival rates, effective
treatments with fewer side-effects.
Cancer Treatment in Iran are
equipped with radiation (linear
accelerator and CT simulator),
chemotherapy
(outpatient
and inpatient beds), palliative
care services, and surgical
(operation room and intensive
care unit) facilities. In virtue of
state-of-the-art technologies such
IRAN MIRROR JUNE 2018

as polymer-based Nano carriers
for the targeted release of the
anti-cancer drug curcumin, these
centers can provide the most
needed care and assistance to
patients, one patient at a time on
the road ahead to a cancer free
world.
Below are the most commonly
diagnosed types of cancer:
Bone Marrow Transplant,
Adrenal Glands Cancer, Bile
duct cancer, Biological Hormone
Therapy,
Bladder Cancer,
Bone Cancer, Brachytherapy –
Internal Radiation Therapy, Brain
Cancer, Breast Cancer, Cervical
Cancer, Chemotherapy, Chest
Cancer, Colon Cancer, Conformal

Radiation Therapy, Cranio Facial
Surgery, Cyberknife for Cancer,
Esophagus Cancer, High Intensity
Focused Ultrasound HIFU, Intensity
Modulated Radiation Therapy,
Kidney Cancer, Laryngeal Cancer,
Leukemia, Liver Cancer, Lung
Cancer, Lymphoma, Jaw Cancer,
Oesophagus Cancer, Oral Cancer,
Ovarian
Cancer,
Pancreatic
Cancer, PET Scan, Prostate Cancer,
Proton Therapy, Radiotherapy
(Radiation), Rectal Resection,
Salivary Glands Cancer, Skin
Cancer, Stereotactic Radiotherapy,
Stomach Cancer, Testicular Cancer,
Thyroid Cancer, Tracheal Cancer,
Uterine Cancer, Vaginal Cancer.

Benefits of Wearing Hijab

O

ne of the most common
questions today, asked by
Muslims and non-Muslims
alike, is why do Muslim women cover
their heads? The answer is very
simple – Muslim women observe hijab
because God has told them to do so.
“O Prophet, tell your wives and
your daughters and the women of
the believers to bring down over
themselves [part] of their outer
garments. That is more suitable
that they will be known and not be
abused. And ever is Allah Forgiving

and Merciful.” (Quran 33:59).
Muslims believe that their sole
purpose in life is the worship of God
alone, according to His instructions,
as revealed in the Holy Quran, and
through the teachings of the Prophet
Mohammed (PBUH). As such, wearing
the hijab is an act of obedience to
God and, hence, forms the primary
basis for wearing it.
Generalizations about Islam and
Muslims are replete in today’s media.
Muslim women in headscarves are
frequently unfairly stigmatized.
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They are regarded on the one hand
as oppressed, and on the other, as
fanatics and fundamentalists. Both
depictions are grossly wrong and
imprecise. Such portrayals not only
misrepresent these women’s strong
feelings towards hijab, but also fail
to acknowledge their courage and
the resulting identity hijab gives them.
There are even bans on wearing the
hijab in some countries. When asked
about this, a Christian convert to Islam,
said, “To ask me to go out without my
hijab would be like asking a nun to go
IRAN MIRROR JUNE 2018
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topless. It amazes me, and I cannot help but wonder,
if they would have ordered Mary, the mother of
Jesus (PBUH) to uncover her hair.”
Another misconception is the belief that Muslim
women are forced to wear hijab. For the vast
majority of Muslim women, nothing could be farther
from the truth. Indeed, deciding finally to wear
hijab is often difficult. Days of meditation, fear
of negative consequences and reactions
from family and/or the wider American
society, and ultimately, the need for
plenty of courage weigh heavily in
reaching the decision. Wearing hijab
is a very personal and independent
decision, coming from appreciating
the wisdom underlying God’s
command and a sincere wish to
please Him.
Hijab is not merely a
covering dress, but more
importantly, it is behavior,
manners, speech and
appearance in public.
The headscarf is an
outer manifestation of
an inner commitment
to worshipping Allah,
it
symbolizes
a
commitment to piety.
Self or inner morality
is what gives meaning
to the external scarf.
This can be perceived from
the overall demeanor of any
Muslim woman, how she acts,
dresses, speaks, and so on. In a
land where misinformation about
Islam and Muslims abounds, Muslim sisters have the
opportunity to portray Islam in its true light.
The hijab is a religious covering that is worn by
Muslims, mostly among women. It generally conceals
the neck and hair. Most Muslim women wear the
hijab, while refraining from wearing tight clothing.
Donning the hijab and also generally observing a
modest Muslim style of dressing offers these benefits.
1. Represents purity
The hijab is regarded like an indication of dignity
and purity. It highlights Muslim women as chaste
and pure women. It also sets the wearer apart
from immoral behaviors linked to women who wear
IRAN MIRROR JUNE 2018

immodestly. Actually, the hijab acts like a screen
between chaste Muslim women and the world’s evil.
2. Protects from male harassment
Most men do not make lewd gestures or whistle
when a woman wearing a hijab passes by. In fact,
men view the hijab like a sign that says off limits and
thus do not approach such women. Muslim women by
and large have a low chance of being exploited for
their femininity and beauty in contrast with other
women.
3. Places focus on intellect
The hijab also benefits Muslim women
by forcing people, particularly men, to go
past the outer appearances and focus on
the women’s intellect. Rather than assessing
woman for her mind, the society usually
assesses her based on physical traits.
4. Eliminates competition amongst
women
People in western nations are known for
sacrificing health and financial savings
so as to have expensive plastic surgery
with an aim of meeting unrealistic
standards of beauty. However, through
wearing a hijab, Muslim women can
go about their normal duties without
worrying about impressing other people.
5. Hygienic Purposes:
All public should wear Hijab or
head-covering workers serving
society to ensure cleanliness and
purity. Workers in a number
of professions wear “veils” nurses, fast food workers,
and
deli
Counter
workers,
restaurant
workers and servers,
doctors, health care providers and many more.
6. Female Psychological Balance:
Covering the hair can also have a beneficial
effect on the female psyche as well. Studies of
women being interviewed for jobs show that there is
a high correlation between what they wear and their
perceptions of how successful they will be in their
interviews. There are many more examples of how
what we wear can influence how we act.
Wearing a hijab does not have demerits and
those who wear it have more strength and confidence
as women become less mindful of their physique and
appearance.

Achievement of Iran in Space Technology
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President Ronani in an interview during the Iran’s National day of Space Technology in February 2018

T

he 3rd of February happens to be the national day
of Space Technology in the Iranian calendar. This
day was named after the successful launch of Iran’s
first Satellite, which was placed in orbit in February 2009,
and was described as a “data-processing” satellite for
“research and telecommunications”. After this big event,
developing different aspects of the space industry and
self-reliance in this field were included in the general
policies of the country. Since then, every year on this day
all the experts in this field gather in order to envision new
aspects of the roles of space technology and its multiple
applications.
Today space science and technology are considered as
having great impacts on improving economic status, and
the growth of many sectors including the transportation
system, banking, communication and internet service,
health, agriculture and energy. Therefore, most countries
are planning to exploit the tools of this technology in their
benefit.
In Iran the ISA, Iran Space Agency, was established on
February 2004 to handle and support all the activities in
Iran concerning the peaceful applications of space science

and technology, under the leadership of the Supreme
Council of Space chaired by Iran’s President.
Successful launch of living creatures into space,
launch of communication and imaging satellites, as well
as establishment of a space monitoring base have been
among salient features of Iran’s space achievements
during the past five years.
Islamic Republic of Iran is ranked top ten in the world
in the field of aerospace science and technology. In the
region, the Islamic Republic of Iran has also achieved the
ranks of first to third in various fields of aerospace.
Achievement of technical know-how for the construction
and launch of satellites by countries is considered among
their strategic projects. As a result of such efforts, Iranian
space researchers mastered the technical know-how
for manufacturing satellites in 2009. Following their
primary achievement, they successfully launched Omid
(Hope) satellite, sent live payload into the space, built
microsatellites, and finally built satellite carriers and
explorers.
It was during the same year that researchers from
Sharif University of Technology successfully designed,
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built and implemented a capacities in this regard.
payload which would contain bigger
resilient satellite simulator.
On February 3, 2010, the animals.
This plane-based satellite National Day of Space Technology
In 2017 during the ninth National
simulator was designed was marked by launching Kavoshgar Space Technology Day Iran put on
for a single satellite with (Explorer) 3 into space, which took display its latest achievements in the
resilient arms
with it the first payload of live area of space technology; the doand components
animals into the space. Kavoshgar mestically-designed Nahid (Venus)
During the same year,
1
telecommunications
“Islamic Republic of Iran is ranked satellite, and studentAmir Kabir University
of
Technology,
in
manufactured
Cube
top
ten
in
the
world
in
the
field
of
cooperation with Iran
satellite.
Space Agency, designed
aerospace science and technology.” Nahid 1 has been
the AUT SAT, whose goal
manufactured at Iran’s
was to observe the land
Space Research Center.
from space and help with
the 3 consisted of such subsystems as Through its production, the country
assessment of agricultural land.
structure, bio-capsule, and power has sought to hone its capabilities
As a result of further development generator as well as special systems in
building
geosynchronous
of Iran’s space technology, Iranian for sending data and pictures to the satellites.
The
solar-powered
researchers finally managed to Earth in addition to environmental satellite is designed to provide
design and build a new generation sensors.
telecommunication and imaging
of satellites, called Tolou’ (Sunrise),
The bio-capsule contained such services.
which was ultimately unveiled during creatures as a turtle, worms, and
Among
other
achievements
the Ten-Day Dawn ceremonies in mice. It also contained five cellular put on display were the surveilFebruary 2010. The satellite was particles which were sent into the lance-imaging Payam-e-Amirkabir
designed and made by Iranian space as part of a study on the satellite, designed and built by Iran’s
specialists and scientists from Iran way cells are divided in the space Amirkabir University of Technology
Electronics Industries (SAIRAN), which and problems that this process may and Saman 1 Orbital Maneuver
was a long stride toward active and face. At that time, space researchers System, which can be used to change
continued presence of the Islamic hoped that if the research results satellite orbit.
Republic of Iran in space and helped were finalized, they would be able
the country to make the most of its to launch into space the second live
Iran’s Nahid-2 Telecommunication Satellite
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ISFAHAN- HALF THE WORLD

I
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sfahan is considered to be the
most beautiful architecture, Islamic
and Iranian museum of Art. We
can see perfection of decorative
and architectural arts in every corner of this
city. This city Owens its beauty on bounteous
Zayandeh-rood and on other hand to thousands
of architects, artists and unknown masters who
through many centuries have built this unique
museum.
Every year millions of Iranians spend best days
of their vacations in Isfahan and foreign tourists
leave this city with best possible memories.
The city of Isfahan was formerly called “Anzan”
they it was named “Gabian” or “Gye”, after the
attack made by Arabs, was called “Jay”, and has
seen many ups and downs.
During 1000 to 1006(AH), the capital of
safaveya dynasty was moved from Gazvin to
Isfahan and prosperity came to this city. During this
period mosques, castles, royal palaces, gardens,
big squares which were all indicators of the
perfection of Iranian art and architecture were
built in this city, starting form the reign of shah
abbas safavi. Isfahan historical city as one of the
most beautiful cities in Iran has been a favorite
city to see for both Iranians and foreigners.
City of Isfahan is situated in the heart land
of Iran by the green plains of Zayandeh-rood
and the slopes of Zagross mountains. Weather is
tempered with regular four seasons. The average
rain fall is about 100 to 150 millimeters per year.

Masjid-e-Jameh_Isfahan

MOUNTAINS:
“soffeh” mountain, at south eastern Isfahan
has a height of 2232 meters and is considered
the most important height in Isfahan.
“Atashgah” mountain is also famous mid is
situated 7 Kilometers west of Isfahan in the
way towards “Menar Jonban”. The heigh of this
mountain is 1680 meters above the sea level.
During Sasanian dynastey a firehouse was
built on top of this mountain. Structure of the
fire house was made from very large and thick
adobes. One can still see the place to keep fire
amongst the ruins on top of the mountain. This
structure is among the very few structures before
IRAN MIRROR JUNE 2018
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Islam era in the city of Isfahan.

crpet weaving, rug weaving, carpet weaving, veil
making, tent making, wood carving and clip weaving.
ISFAHAN RIVERS:
These handicrafts along with “Gaaz” (a kind of pastry)
The name of Isfahan has always been with various flavoures are considered the main souvenirs
accompanied by Zayandeh-rood. This river from Isfahan.
is sourced from the heights of “Zard KoohBacktiyari(Kohrang)” and after traveling a distance of
HISTORICAL SIGHTS
about 360 Kilometers from west to east irrigates the
“Jameh Mosque of Isfahan” this structure was built
isfahan area and in 140 kilometers of eastern lsfahan in 156 (A.H.) in its current place but in a more limited
settles in “Ghave-Khoni” marsh land.
dimensions, but in third century due to rise of population,
a bigger mosque was built on top of the first mosque.
ISFAHAN HANDICRAFTS:
The most used style in building of the mosque goes
Isfahan handicrafts during many centuries is the to “Salgoghi” dynasty. One can see plaster work in
representative of noble Iranian and Islamic art and is “Oljayatoo” aItar, tile decorations, architecture lines,
well known all over the world.
veranda’s various plaster works along with engravings of
“Kofi” and “Sols” script. Which are indicators of efforts
and interests of Isfahan artists are all in the structure of
this mosque.
lsfahan
traditional
and

IMAM MOSQUE
This mosque was built during shah Abbas in 1020
(A.H) by Iranian artists including Ali Akbar Isfahani
and is located in the southern side of Imam square
(Naghsh-e-Jahan). Mosque’s doors are decorated with
Silver and gold sheets and goes back to shah-safi
who came into power after shah abbas the first. The
engravings were made by the chirographers from
safaveya era including Alireza Abbasi, Abdolbaghi
Tabrizi, Mohamad SalehIsfahani and Mohamad Reza
lmami. All of the surfaces of the walls, dome and spire
contemporary handicrafts in fact is the continuation of are made by seven color and sweaty tiles, the tile work
the art works belonging to safavi era and is made by in this mosque is unique in the world.
the art masters.
The most important arts come to life in this city are:
SHAIKH-LOTTFOLLA MOSQUE
etehing, miniature, parquetry, tile making lame weaving,
this mosque is located in eastern side of lmam square
pen work, Miniature work, Gold smithy silver and Gold, (Naghshe-Jahan) and is considered among the most

Imam Square (Naghsh-e-Jahan)
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important architectural and tile works in eleventh century. square” built in 1021 A.H.
It was built during shah Abbas the first in 18 years. The
ALI GHAPO STRUCTURE
inner surface work specially mosque’s a later and its
this structure is among the famous
beautiful dome is among the most unique and master structure of safavi-era and is situated in the
piece of seven color and sweaty tile making art works. western side of Imam square, front of shikh
We can see two engravings in the altar of this mosque
which has this writing on it. “the work of the poor, petty
arid needy of God’s charity-Mohamad reza-Ebn-OstadHossein Banna Isfahani.”
IMAM SQUARE (NAGHSH-E-JAHAN)
this square and the surroundings important structures
were built by the orders by shah-Abbas safavi. The
important surrounding structures are: Imam mosque,
shikh-lottfolla- mosque, Alighapo structure, Tohid-Khaneh
(former prison) structure and ghisariya transom. In the
middle of the square there used to be the ground and two
stone gate of polo.
Imam square today is one of the centers for purchasing
handicrafts and is also a place to hold many of national
and religious events including the magnificent Friday
prayers.
THE FAMOUS CHURCHES OF ISFAHAN
The betel ham church was built in 1307 A.H during
Shah Abbas. “Vankchurch” was built in 1065 A.H during
safavia era and has Manu valuable decoratings, a mixture
of Iranian and European architecture.
Near the church there is a valuable museum in which
there are valuable art paintings, scrip books and other
valuable art works. Also there is rnaryam church in “Jolfa
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Vank Christian Church in Isfahan - Iran

lottfollahmosque. This structure has sit stories and was
built by the order of shah-abbas in the beginning of 11th
centry A.H by isfahan architectures.
First and the most excellent door of the palace is a
door which is called “Ali ghapoo” or “Bob Rafih.”
MENAR JONBAN
menar jonban is one of the famous historical sites of Iran.
This structure has one porch and two spires. The height of
porch from ground level is 10 meters high while the height
of the spires from the ground level is 17.5 meters. The
tomb of Abdollah Ben Mohamad Ben Mahmoud, one of
the distinguished personalities of 8th century A.H is in this
structure. One of the interesting things about this structure
is if you shake one of the spires of this structure, the other

Chehel Sotoun Palace (The Forty Columns), Isfahan
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Chehel-Sotoon place, Isfahan (view from inside)

spire would shake too.

bridge was constructed in I060(A.H)
“Repositories of Decorative arts”
CHEHEL-SOTOON PLACE (THE
Iran’s decorative arts repository
FORTY COLUMNS)
(museum) is located in the historical
chehel-sotoon structure was
building (stable) which was built
built in the beginning of 11th
in the beginning of 11th century
century in three stages in middle of
(A.H.) simultaneous with the rule of
gardens, buildings and places of
“Shah-Abbas-I” and was used as
safavigovernment and has 67000
a place to keep riding equipments
square meters area. This place is
and royal trappings.
made of a porch with 20
This
repository
consists
columns and wooden ceiling.
of different sections of
“Isfahan is considered to be penmanship including script
The name, chehel sotoon(forty
the most beautiful architecture, works and calligraphy,
columns) is because of the
reflection of 20 columns in
Islamic and Iranian museum of bindery and imprintings, lac
pool’s water. The paintings
weaving, gold weavings,
Art.”
on the surroundings walls
metal works, wooden works,
of chehel sotoon has been
ceramics, glass works which
painted by the famous artist of safa is the largest bridge over the are valuable memento from safavi
era “Reza Abbasi” In magnification Zayandeh-rood.
and gajar eras.
style-Iranian miniature fashion. From
“Abbasi Mehman Sara” (abbasi
the poems of “Najib Kashani” on the ROKNO-DEAN BRIDGE (KHAJOO hotel) one of the caravansary of
foreheads of the columned-porch,
BRIDGE)
11thcentury (A.H.) which was in the
we can infer that this structure was
This bridge is called baba center of Isfahan and has turned
burned in the beginning of 12th rokno-dean because it is the city to a very beautiful and splendid
century and was mended during passage-way to baba rakno-dean hotel. Despite having gone Many
Shah Soltan Hossein safavi.
shirazi’s tomb who was a great renovation it is still a reminiscent of
ALLAH-VERDI-KHAN BRIDGE
mystic in eight century. This bridge Isfahan’s past.
“(SE-O-SE-POL)-THIRTYTHREE
today is kown as khajo bridge is
BRIDGE”
memento of shah abbas II times. This
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Allah-verdi-khan bridge was
constructed between the years
1008 till 1011 (A.H) over the
zayanden-rood and was considered
an architectural masterpiece during
its time. The bridge is 300 meters
long width of 14 meters. From
architectural and bridge making
point of view, it is very important
and is unique in its strength,
greatness and beauty. This bridge

Tea in Iranian Culture

T

ea –and not just any tea –
Persian tea, is a highly valued
drink in Iran a country in which
the original Persian Empire exists.
It is an intrinsic part of the culture
and Persian tea has also found
its way into
western
countries.
Persian
tea,
also
known
as Chai –
pronounced as
Cha-ee – is what
the Persians drink in
the morning,
after each

were located far away from Persia,
which made shipping very costly
and difficult. By that time China
was a major tea producing country
and was located on a much nearer
trading path, “the silk road”, which
made
shipping
much easier.
That was the
major reason
why
tea
became more
popular in

meal
and before they go to sleep; they
literally drink it throughout the day.
If you visit any Persian home you will
immediately be offered Chai. The
tea kettle and the tea house hold
a rich history of Persian / Iranian
culture. But wait, how did all this
begin? What’s the story behind the
Iranian Chai?
The history of Persian tea culture
starts at the end of the 15th Century.
Before then, the main beverage in
Persia was coffee. However, most
of the coffee growing countries

Persia.
It wasn’t until 1889 that Persians
started cultivating their own tea.
This was made possible by
Mohammed Milza, who after
living in India for a while, came back
to Persia with 3000 saplings from the
Northern part of India. He initiated
the cultivation of tea in Persia in the
Giran, south of the Caspian Sea. The
tea industry quickly expanded in
the Mazandran and Giran regions
and in 1934, the first modern tea
factory was set up. In 1935 Persia
was an ancient Kingdom that was
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incorporated into what we
know today as Iran.
Today, there are over
107 tea factories and a total of
32000 ha of tea farms. Most of these
farms are located on the hillsides of
Iran. These farms produce rather
an orthodox style of black tea like
those produced in Darjeeling. The
tea has a characteristically deep
reddish-brown colour when brewed,
which you can choose to dilute with
more hot water depending on your
preferences.
In 2016, a
total of 31,200
tons of dried
tea leaves
were

produced, representing a 60% rise
compared to 2015 as reported
by the head of the Iran Tea
Organization. Generally, there is a
rising tea demand in Iran and the
domestic farmers are unable to
satisfy the demand, which has led
to importation from other countries.
Currently, about 28-29% of the
domestic tea demand is met by
local production which, while still
low, is a significant rise from 13%
in 2015.
The government is currently
IRAN MIRROR JUNE 2018
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putting strategies in place
to encourage and support
tea farming including a
guaranteed
purchase
system which aims at building
strategic reserves and regulating
prices in the domestic market.
Generally, most Iranians take tea
on the stronger side while others
prefer to take it straight without
adding sugar or milk. But, because
of its overwhelming strong flavour,
some add a little sugar for taste. The
traditional Persian way is to place a
sugar cube between your teeth and,
as you sip your tea, allow the sugar
to melt.
Iranian tea comes in a variety
of subtle flavors, but its defining
characteristic is its deep
reddish-brown color,
which tea-drinkers
can choose to
dilute with water
depending on their
preference.
When
it comes to
preparation,
Iranian tea is
prepared in
a somewhat
different
way
than
what
you
can expect from
a typical western tea
house. For the traditional way to
prepare an Iranian or Persian tea,
all you need is loose tea, a pinch of
rose petals and a nice teapot. Simply
add 3-5 pinches of loose tea and a
pinch of rose petals in the teapot
and add boiling water. Cover the
pot and let steep for 5 to 10 minutes,
and you have your Persian tea! You
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can simmer the pot on a stove or on Borujerd’s samovars are often
a yea light if you need to keep the made with silver, in keeping with the
tea warm or add a little hot water if famous Varsho-Sazi artistic style. The
you need it light.
art samovars of Borujerd are
Samovars
often displayed in Iranian
(sometimes
also
and Western museums as
spelled Samavar
illustrations of Iranian art
or Samaavar) are
and handicraft.
also used to boil water
Sometimes
saffron,
for tea and are
coriander, cinnamon, and
a staple in
cloves are added.
most Persian
With
different
homes.
styles
of
chai
such as
paani
kam
(extremely
strong)
and
Kashmiri
chai
(smooth, milky
tea
plant
flavorings),
Iranian tea has
been
exciting
taste buds for centuries.
Its unique culture and
history, method of
preparation
and ways of
drinking set
it
apart
from all
other teas
around the world.
Samovar culture has an long history
in Iran. It has been used for at least
two centuries.
Iranian craftsmen used Persian art
motifs in their samovar production.
The Iranian city of Borujerd has
been the main centre of samovar
production and a few workshops
still produce hand-made samovars.

Precious wildlife heritage in Tehran

K

oushki and Delbar considered are
as the only two Asiatic Cheetahs
in captivity all around the world.
After facility outfit, Kushki had been
transferred from Touran National Park,
Semnan Province, and Delbar from
Miandasht Wildlife Refuge, North
Khorasan Province, to Asiatic Cheetah
Research and Husbandry Headquarter
in late 2014.
Asiatic Cheetah Research and
Husbandry Headquarter (ACRHH)
is located in Pardisan Park, Tehran
Province, and it is the utmost importance
site for proper cheetah management
and health care. Having too many
consults leads to electing Pardisan
Park over other options such as Kavir
National Park, Khojir National Park
or even other existing sites. The basic
facility design of this site includes 6
separated spaces for maintenance of
these two cheetahs and also any other
Asiatic Cheetahs that perhaps lost the
chance of living in its natural habitat.

Threats such as habitat destruction
considered as the main problem in
which natural habitat is rendered
unable to support cheetahs not just now
but also in the foreseeable future.
Conservation
Asiatic Cheetah Research and
Husbandry Headquarters’ short-term
goal is to make cheetahs self-sustaining
in captivity. But the long-term goal is
to improve captive cheetahs’ breeding.
The site is designed meeting the needs
of more than two cheetahs and that’s
why many assumptions such as caring
hand-reared cubs from cheetah
breeding facilities and interaction
with other cheetahs are taken into
consideration. The site has six separate
spaces, two main spaces which are
called introduction spaces.
Both cheetahs are spending most
of their time in the introduction parts
to mark territories etc. Vision limitations
are taken into account in all spaces to
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increase better chances for smelling.
Sensing is an important behavior in
cheetahs and that’s why it is considered
in Asiatic Cheetah Research and
Husbandry Headquarter.
Modelling the natural characteristics
of their habitats is really important
and it is also one of the predominant
hubs. The chance of captive breeding
here in Asiatic Cheetah Research and
Husbandry Headquarter is low because
only very few breeding programs have
managed to mimic success. But here is
still hope.
The importance of ACRHH
Till now many researches has been
done about African Cheetahs and
these studies showed that cheetah
reproduction in captivity is difficult.
Asiatic cheetah has many behavioral
differences with Africans and some
of these refer to weather conditions
and more importantly the existence
of 4 distinguished seasons in Asiatic
IRAN MIRROR JUNE 2018
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habitats. All of these may
cause differences in sexual maturity,
gestation period, and so on. There
was a growing body of evidence
that confirmed Felidae estrus cycle
of Delbar is quite different with African
individuals. The female individual (Delbar) had
signs of Felidae estrus cycle periodically since
March until June.
As the Smithsonian Conservation Biology
Institute plays a leadership role in the
management of the North American cheetah
population so Iranian scientists used their
data as an index especially
for breeding process. Their
information revealed
that the success
percentage is under
10% with more than
1 couple and with
more than 10 couple,
the success percentage
increased to 30%. Be
noted that there has never
been any similar study
about subspecies of Asiatic
Cheetah and please keep in
mind that the reproduction
of these cheetahs cannot
solve the challenge
of extinction for
Asiatic cheetahs.
Iranian scientists
are just trying
to
upgrade
knowledge and
nothing more.
Asiatic Cheetah
as a subspecies experienced bottleneck or
sharp reduction in the size of population
and when a species is driven to extinction, it
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usually refers to combination of factors acting
simultaneously or consecutively. Habitat loss
and fragmentation among specific group of
threats such as over grazing and presence of
livestock guardian dogs considered as main
threats for Asiatic Cheetah in Iran.
Unfortunately road-kills and also feral and
sheepdogs confirmed as their main important
threats here in Iran. On the other hand it is
difficult to unambiguously identify the number
of Asiatic Cheetah population in the country
because estimating animal density by using
camera traps contains many errors due to low
detectability. As reduction of genetic variation
has an important effect on survival of
Asiatic cheetah Iranian scientists
are also planning to do
some genetic analysis
here in Asiatic Cheetah
Research and Husbandry
Headquarter due to the
growing body of evidence
of genetic depletion which
is correlated with problems
such as elevated juvenile
mortality,
extreme
abnormalities
in
sperm

development, difficulties of captive breeding,
and increased vulnerability to infectious
disease outbreaks.
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2018 Fajr International Film Festival
Stronger than ever

R

unning for 36 consecutive years, Fajr International
Film Festival is Iran’s largest annual film event and
the longest running of its kind in the Middle East.
The international event this year screened over 100
films from all across the world during 9 days of intensive, back-to-back programs which also included workshops, press conferences, exhibitions, a talent campus
and a film market.
The 36th edition, running from 19-27 April in Charsou
Cineplex as the main venue and Felestin Cinema both in
downtown Tehran with easy access to the subway and
other means of public transportation but heavy traffic if
you chose to drive your car, was perhaps more vibrant
than ever, not only in terms of movies high in quality and
number, but also in terms of the special guests attending
the event, such as legendry Italian actor Franco Nero
and distinguished American filmmaker Oliver Stone.
The Mohammad Al Ameen Award went to acclaimed
Iranian filmmaker Majid Majidi whose ‘Beyond the
Clouds’ opened the FIFF36. An India-set melodrama,
Majidi’s flick paints a texture-rich picture of humanity at
its best and its worst.
While presenting the award, Culture Minister Salehi
noted that Iran is recognized in the world by its culture,
poetry and art; “True, there are many who are trying

to show a distorted image from Iran, but there are also
many others like Iranian poets, artists and filmmakers
who are making every effort to show the real image
of Iran to the world; the way it was, is and must be,” he
said.
French director Olivier Megaton, best known in Iran
by his action movies ‘Taken 2’, ‘Taken 3’, and ‘Transporter 3’, was a special guest at the festival; “I love
the tone,” he said of his experience at Fajr. “Because
it’s like International Istanbul Film Festival or Mexico International Film Festival, where everything is organic. In
fact, I don’t like the tones in so many festivals. When you
arrive in Tehran, it is super organic even if it is a little
too polluted for me, but everything in the streets is all
human. Even the old building from several decades ago,
they have souls and have their own stories.”
Other notable guest was Italian legend Franco Nero,
who is, for many Iranians, better known as the title character in Django (1966), an Italian Spaghetti Western
film directed and co-written by Sergio Corbucci, in which
Franco Nero plays his breakthrough role as a drifter
riding into the middle of a border fray between Mexican bandits and the Ku Klux Klan.
Attending a Q&A panel on April 20, Nero introduced
himself as a ‘lucky’ man who has taken on personages
IRAN MIRROR JUNE 2018
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from 30 different nations; “Obviously, it has been a
great risk, but a pleasant one nonetheless,” he said.
“Unfortunately, television ruined cinema,” Nero lamented about the long passed golden era of the Italian
cinema.
“Cinema is like a big city, where different citizens
live. Cinema means freedom, and there will be cinema
as long as there is freedom,” he added.
On April 24, Fajr hosted a workshop on acting with
French actor Jean-Pierre Leaud, a significant figure of
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the French New Wave, best known for playing Antoine
Doinel in François Truffaut’s series of films about that
character, beginning with ‘The 400 Blows’ (1959). He
expressed joy for seeing his film ‘The Rise and Fall of
a Small Film Company’ screened at Fajr and urged his
students not to lose their enthusiasm for world cinema.
“The cinema of Iran enjoys international recognition,
especially this year with good films in the Cannes Film
Festival, and this is all thanks to young filmmakers of
Iranian cinema; some like Asghar Farhadi whose films

I like very much and are among
the best films I have ever seen,” he
said.
The Iranian Film Market (IFM)
was one of the main sections of
FIFF, which provided exclusive
meetings and exchange opportunities for attending producers,
distributors, exhibitors and sales
agents of films and TV programs

with Iranian filmmakers. According
to the IFM manager, animated films
were a great hit with international
distributors this year; the reason
for which he attributed to the fact
that animated movies play well
overseas and have a much wider
appeal than the sequels and niche
movies; “But maybe more importantly, this year’s crop of anima-
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tion production companies
did well because they are
using more advanced techniques and practices,” he
added.
According to FIFF director Reza Mirkarimi, this
year, there were 1690 film submissions and 120 were selected from 54
countries and regions to compete in
various categories. 29 films, including
20 foreign and 9 Iranian ones, were
enjoying their premieres at Fajr festival.
Missing from this year’s festival
was the “Shadows of Horror” category, dedicated to the screening of
horror films at midnight throughout the
event. Last year saw the screening of
‘Train to Busan’ from South Korea, ‘The
Darkness’ from France, ‘The Bride’
from Russia, and ‘Zar’ from Iran, which
was a successful production in a genre
that has been long neglected in the
Iranian cinema.
According to Mirkarimi, since its
inception, the festival has been and
still is dedicated to promoting Iranian
cinema and culture, discovering and
cultivating new talent, and has contributed to the careers of countless
Iranian and international filmmakers.
Mirkarimi stressed that FIFF is
strengthening its collaboration with
the Film Market and aims to contribute to the development and expansion of Iranian cinema not just as a
culture but as an industry and identity.
“The Fajr Film Festival exists to
provide a time and place to share
in the allure and delights of Iranian
cinema, aims to program a rich and
diverse lineup each and every year,
and aspires to create a festive event
with regional and international appeal,” he added.
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Termeh, the artistic essence of the Iranian
culture in clothing and décor

T

ermeh, as the most sumptuous Iranian handwoven
cloth, has for centuries manifested the artistic
essence of the Iranian culture in clothing and décor.
The handicraft, which is woven with silk and wool and
sometimes with gold and silver, is mainly used for
decorative purposes in important ceremonies and in
making various items such as table-cloths, bed sheets,
scarves, cushion covers, curtains, garments, waist bands,
robes, royal headdress and even bags and shoes.
The production of the luxurious fabric originates
from Iran and Kashmir region in northern part of the
Indian subcontinent. The artwork reached its zenith with
more elaborate designs and diverse colors during the
Safavid dynasty in Iran in late 16th century after Shah
Abbas brought senior expert weavers from China and
Armenia to use their experience in enhancing the quality
of the artwork.
The Iranian southern provinces of Yazd and Kerman
are well-known to be the hub of superior quality Termeh
production. As the ancient Silk Road passes through both
provinces, the Termeh produced in the area has long
enjoyed an international fame, with merchants from
different countries introducing the artwork to the other
parts of the world.
Weaving Tehrmeh is a highly complicated task as the
design is not printed on the cloth. The design, however,
is made though arrangement of different colors of weft
threads on warp yarns. The task requires a Termeh art
expert to work on the weaving machine, while one or
more assistants, called Gushvarehband, arranging the
colors of the weft threads.
It normally takes eight hours of intensive work on a
traditional wooden Termeh machines to produce 20-25
cm of the handicraft.
The quality and value of Termeh depends on the
intricacy and aesthetic features of design, diversity of
colors, density of texture and the material used.
The major symbol used in the design of Termeh is
the botanical motif of Aryan Botteh (Paisley) which
represents Cypress and tree of life in Zoroastrian
folkloric tradition.
In the Iranian ancient culture, cypress is regarded as
the symbol of resistance, liberty, fire and spirituality.
Other motifs used in Termeh design include clove,
birds, fish and geometric shapes such as circles and
squares.
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Termeh colors are all traditionally from natural
sources, usually plant-based dyes. The most common
background colors for a Termeh are the different shades
of red, turquoise, green, orange and black.
The greater the number of colors, the greater the
value. Elaborate Termeh designs can incorporate up to
200-300 different colored threads.
Following the expansion of British colonialism and its
growing influence in Iran during the Qajar dynasty (1785
to 1925), handwoven Termeh handicraft experienced a
downward spiral, like many other industries, and it is
almost going extinct nowadays.
However, Iranian craftsmen have managed to revive
the art, relying on technological advances over the past
70 years. The growing use of semi-automatic machines
in several Termeh manufacturing workshops across Iran,
particularly in Yazd Province, is inevitably transitioning
the artwork in Iran.
Apart from the growth in the quantity of Termeh
production, artists use computer designing techniques
to create more elaborate and intricate designs in the
works.
While Termeh is gradually losing its rustic handicraft
charm amid technological advances, the artwork is
experiencing another phase of its evolution in the
modern world, with manufacturers introducing more
diverse Termeh products to the fashion and decoration
industry as well as the cyber space.
Termeh as one of the valuable cloths, some of its
application includes:
1. SHAWL CHARGHADI (shawl) is used as table
cloth.
2. Shawl bandi is a type of Termeh used as table
cloth and bundle.
3. Ribbed shawl as width and narrow.
4. Atabak shawl is expensive and used for sumptuous dress.
5. Termeh shawl is decorated by flower and used
for dress.
6. Emerald color shawl with green color.

Persian Nastaliq, the revered
art of Islamic calligraphy

C
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Translation: The hand of God is above their hands

alligraphy, or “beautiful writing,” has long been
acknowledged as one of the most revered artistic
achievements of the Islamic world.
Calligraphy originally evolved to give visual form
to the Koran, the word of God as transmitted to the
Prophet Muhammad. From the eleventh century onward,
this endeavor led to the creation of a series of codified
scripts in the Arabic alphabet used to pen both religious
and secular texts.
In Iran, a land with its own rich literary tradition,
these scripts were employed both for writing in Arabic
and Persian until the fourteenth century. Around 1350 a
new script called naskh-ita‘liq emerged. Later shortened
to nasta‘liq, it was rapidly adopted for transcribing
texts.
Its sinuous lines, short vertical strokes, and astonishing
sense of rhythm made nasta‘liq particularly well suited
for copying Persian verse. By 1430 nasta‘liq was used
throughout the Persian-speaking world—from Istanbul
to Delhi and from Bukhara to Baghdad.

Several influential calligraphers stood out in the
practice and development of nasta ‘liq from the late
fourteenth century, when the script first flourished in Iran,
until 1600, the apogee of the style.
From the second half of the fifteenth century,
calligraphers gradually enlarged the scale of the letters,
experimented with their placement on the page, and
refined their flourishes to create bold displays of a few
lines of poetry on a single sheet. By manipulating the
size, position, and placement of individual letters and
their relationship to each other, calligraphers charged
the script with new aesthetic value. The visual essence
of nasta‘liqultimately became as important as the text
itself.
Similar to other Islamic scripts, general rules on transcribing nasta‘liq have not been recorded. Instead,
aspiring students (shagird) learned the principles of the
style from a master (ustad). Only after years of diligent
practice and guided by a skilled teacher could a pupil
endeavor to become an accomplished calligrapher, who
IRAN MIRROR JUNE 2018
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would in turn train his own students. Lineages (silsila) of
masters and their pupils were compiled into treatises, a
literary genre that flourished in Iran after the sixteenth
century.
Four leading master calligraphers dominated the
formative period of nasta‘liq (1400–1600).
Mir Ali Tabrizi “from Tabriz” (active circa 1370–1410),
the alleged inventor of nasta‘liq Sultan Ali Mashhadi
“from Mashhad” (died 1520), who brought the script
to its classical form Mir Ali Haravi “from Herat” (died
circa 1550), who excelled in creating large-scale qit‘as
(meaning both fragments of poetry and samples of calligraphy) Mir Imad al-Hasani from Qazvin (died 1615),
the most celebrated calligrapher of nasta‘liq.
These masters and their students lent an unparalleled
degree of aesthetic refinement to Persian calligraphy
over a period of two hundred years. They contributed to
the creation and development of nasta‘liq, a script that
for more than five centuries has remained a powerful
and enduring form of artistic expression in Iran.
Iran is a country with a rich ancient heritage and
artistic tradition. One can hardly find an Islamic society
the world over that had not been influenced by Iranian
art, culture, language and civilization. Islamic art and
for that matter the calligraphic art was no exception.
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The Taliq
The Taliq script is of entirely Persian origin despite
the fact that historically it came into being after the
Naskh having quite different aims and objects. The Taliq
script in the beginning i.e. seventh Islamic century, had
close affinity with the Tawqi and the Riqa but its feature
gradually changed. The following two major reasons
account for this change.
(a) Geographical and Cultural; and
(b) Application.
(a) As the Iranians had their own script, which is
believed even to have influenced the Kufic, they
naturally in the course of switching over to a new
script, preserved some of the structural qualities
of their traditional writing which consequently
brought about certain changes in the new script.
These changes introduced the Persian Aesthetic; to
the art of Islamic callig¬raphy. So the Geographical parameter was an important factor by itself.
(b) The application or the practical use of the script is
another dimension which is in no way less important
than the Geog¬raphical factor. It has been
explained earlier that copying the holy Quran
and other religious texts was the most important

element that caused the development of Islamic
Calligraphy and brought into being new scripts.
At this stage the Islamic cal¬ligraphy besides
being an artistic or cultural expression of a
particular human society may rather be called
a religious script.
Hence naturally every effort was made to
develop and beautify this art; but as time went on
the horizon of the practical use of the script opened
up. The scripts that were used in the past failed to
respond to the requirements of day to day life,
official use and better letters as they were too slow.
Therefore, the Taliq which suited the ever growing
bulk of writing produced in Iran of that time came
into being. (Fig. 7)
The Taliq script was very popular so far as the
maintenance of the royal account books and the
proceedings of the judicial courts were concerned.
Ibn Khaldun (d. 808 A.D) writes “Among the contemporary Katibs it has become a habit that they
connect some of the parts of the words and deliberately eliminate some letters that is not known
by anyone except themselves and others will get
confused. These are the writers of the royal account
books and juridical register books”. (Ibn-i-Khaldun:
The Introduction: Chapter 30). The above statement
reveals the importance of the new script and the role
it played in the contemporary new social system. The
Taliq later developed into a new decorative script
called Diwani. (Fig…).
Nastaliq
This new script elevated the art of Islamic Calligraphy to its highest peak of perfection. The word
Nastaliq is actually an abbreviation of the compound
word Naskh-Taliq. This name was correctly chosen
as this new script had the merits of both the scripts
without their dimerits. The Nastaliq script is as

complete, balanced, well spaced and organized as
the Naskh and having the same speed as the Taliq.
This script deviated also all the complexities and
imperfect round forms of the Taliq and made them
simple and delicate. (Fig. 9, 10). The Nastaliq script
first appeared at the Second Half of the eighth
Islamic century and; later in the skilful hands of Mir
Ali of Tabriz got organized. Mir Ali, therefore, is
known as the inventor of the Nastaliq script.
The Iranians, after switching over from their old
Pahlavi script to the Arabic script, had to add four
more letters to the twenty eight Arabic alphabets.
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These four sounds i.e. ( پP) ( چch) ( گG) as
pronounced at the end of the word garage and گ
(G) as pronounced in the word give were therefore
designed by Iranians using the forms already
available in Arabic, so that the harmonious form of
the whole system might be maintained. The Safavid
period in Iran was the golden age of fine arts.
During this period the art of Islamic Calligraphy like
other fine arts, reached a high degree of beauty,
delicacy and grace.
The Nastaliq, having most delicate and attractive curves, is a script of utmost structural as well as
aesthetical balance. If free, flexible nature allows
the calligrapher to adopt his artistic talent in an
unlimited variety of compositions. Therefore, the
Khursi Bandi (compositional structure) though was
always an inseparable element of Islamic calligraphy, by the introduction of the Nastaliq, was raised
to a high status.
The Nastaliq is said to be the most difficult of
all Islamic scripts to aspire to perfec-tion. By the introduction of the Nastaliq, it is believed the art of
Islamic calligraphy reached its peak and since then
no great contribution has been made to this delicate
Art.
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Sa’adi, master of Persian prose and
poetry

S

a’adi, along with Rumi and Hafez, is regarded
as one of the three main pillars of ghazal (love
poem) in Persian poetry.
Born in the Iranian city of Shiraz in 1208, Sa’adi is
often referred to as the Master of Prose and Poetry in
the Persian literature and he has been globally praised
for expressing his deep social and moral thoughts in a
style which is famous for being “simple but impossible
to imitate.”
Sa’adi studied Islamic sciences, law, governance,
history, Arabic literature and Islamic theology at the
Nizamiyya University in Baghdad and set off for a
three-decade journey to foreign lands after the Mongols
invaded Iran in 1220s.
In his books Bustan and Golestan, Sa’adi tells many
colorful anecdotes of his travels through Anatolia and
the Levant where he was captured by Crusaders at
Acre and spent seven years as a slave digging trenches
outside its fortress.
After freedom, he visited Jerusalem al-Quds and
then went on a pilgrimage to Mecca and Medina and
visited the other parts of the Arabian Peninsula.
The Mongol invasions forced Sa’adi to live in many
desolate areas and refugee camps where he met bandits
and displaced ordinary people, religious scholars,
Sufis, intellectuals and formerly wealthy merchants and
commanders.
For over twenty years, Sa’adi continued exchanging
views with people from different walks of life, reflecting
upon the agony of people’s lives during the turbulent
times of the Mongol invasion.
Later, the prominent poet befriended a Turkic Emir
named Tughral and joined him in his journeys to Central
Asia, different parts of the Indian subcontinent, including
Gujarat where he became familiar with Hinduism and
Brahmanism.
After almost three decades, Sa’adi returned to Shiraz
before 1257, when he finished composition of Bustan. At
that time, his home region of Fars, which was enjoying
an era of relative tranquility under an art-loving ruler,
welcomed Sa’adi with great respect as a prominent
Iranian figure.
Famous works
Sa’adi is best-known for his books Bustan and Golestan
as well as a number of masterly odes portraying human
experiences.
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Bustan
(The
Orc hard),
completed
in 1257, is
entirely in
verse and
consists
of stories
a b o u t
human virtues,
including
justice, liberality,
m o d e s t y ,
contentment
a
n
d
reflections
on
the
spiritual
realms of life.
Golestan (The
Rose Garden) which
demonstrates
Sa’adi
Sa’adi Abu-Muhammad
profound awareness of Muslih al-Din bin Abdallah
the absurdity of human’s Shirazi (commonly known
mundane routine life and as sa’adi)
mortal nature of existence
was completed in 1258.
The book is mainly in prose and contains stories and
personal anecdotes, combined with a variety of short
poems which contain aphorisms, humorous points and
pieces of advice.
Apart from Bustan and Golestan, Sa’adi also
composed a book of love poems (ghazals), as well as
a number of odes, quatrains and short pieces in both
Persian and Arabic.
The far travelled master realistically introduces his
rich experience of life though the eyes of both a Sufi
and a travelling merchant, who according to Sa’adi are
“two almond kernels in the same shell.”
The prominent poet was first introduced to the
Western world by the 17th century French orientalist
Andre du Ryer through a partial French translation of
Golestan in 1634.
In 1654, German scholar Adam Olearius presented
a complete translation of both Bustan and Golestan into
German.
Sa’adi is particularly known across the world for one

SOME OF SA’ADI’S POEMS
The Dancer

Sage Advice

by: Saadi (c. 1213-1291)
translated by Edwin Arnold From the Bustan
I heard how, to the beat of some quick tune,
There rose and danced a Damsel like the moon,
Flower-mouthed and Pâri-faced; and all around her
Neck-stretching Lovers gathered close; but, soon
A flickering lamp-flame caught her skirt, and set Fire
to the flying gauze. Fear did beget
Trouble in that light heart! She cried amain.
Quoth one among her worshipers, “Why fret,
Tulip of Love? Th’ extinguished fire hath burned
Only one leaf of thee; but I am turned
To ashes--leaf and stalk, and flower and root-By lamp-flash of thine eyes!”--”Ah, Soul concerned
“Solely with self!”--she answered, laughing low,
“If thou wert Lover thou hadst not said so.
Who speaks of the Belov’d’s woe is not his
Speaks infidelity, true Lovers know!”
The Pious Slave
by: Saadi (c. 1213-1291)
translated by Samuel Robinson
From the Gulistan
Be not over much angry with thy slave;
Treat him not unjustly, and pain not his feelings.
True, thou mayst have bought him for ten direms;
But 'twas not by thy power that he was created.
There is a tradition of the Prophet--peace be upon
him!--that on the day of the resurrection the greatest grief will be when the pious slave is carried to
Paradise, and his worthless master is borne away to
Hell.

by: Saadi (c. 1213-1291)
translated by Edward S. Holden
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A trained orator, old, aged,
First meditates and then speaks;
Do not speak without consideration:
Speak well, and if slow--what matters it?
Deliberate--and then begin to talk.
Sy thyself enough, before others say enough.
By speech a man is better than a brute,
But a beast is better unless thou speakest properly.
How can a man fabricate a good sword of bad iron?
Oh sage! Who is nobody becomes not somebody by
education.
The rain, in the beneficence of whose nature is no flaw,
Will cause tulips to grow in a garden, and weeds in bad
soil.
Saline earth will not produce hyacinths:
Throw not away thy seeds or work thereon.
To do good to wicked persons is like
Doing evil to good men.
Straightness is the means of acceptance to God;
I saw no one lost on the straight road.
If people injure thee, grieve not;
Because neither rest nor grief come from the people.
Be aware that the contrasts of friend and foe are from
God,
Because the hearts of both are in His keeping.
Although the arrow is shot from the bow,
Wise men look at the archer!
Oh thou! who showest virtues on the palms of the hand,
But concealest thy errors under the armpit,
What wilt thou purchase, oh vainglorious fool,
On the day of distress with counterfeit silver?

of his aphorisms which admires unity among all human
beings, regardless of illusionary borderlines:
Adam’s sons are body limbs, to say;
For they’re created of the same clay.
Should one organ be troubled by pain,
Others would suffer severe strain.
Thou, careless of people’s suffering
Saadi Day Marked in Iran
Aficionados of literature across the world and
in Persian-speaking countries are preparing to
commemorate the Day of Sa’adi of Shiraz, the
world-renowned Persian poet and literary scholar of

the medieval period.
In Iran, Sa’adi’s mausoleum in the southern city of
Shiraz host the festivities on April 20 and 21 annually,
with dozens of country officials and prominent artists
and scholars attending the ceremonies.
During the two-day ceremonies, academic
conferences, traditional music concerts, art performances
as well as photography and calligraphy galleries are
held at the tomb of Sa’adi.
The city of Shiraz also see street music festivals, while
special posters and paintings for Sa’adi Day is displayed
on buses and billboards across the city.
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Shajarian: the Greatest living maestro
of Persian Classical Music

K

nown as the “King of Persian traditional singing,”
“Iran’s most popular artist of the time” and “the
greatest living maestro of Persian classical music,”
the globally-renowned Mohammad Reza Shajarian
has been the inspiring voice of generations in Iran for
several decades.
Born on September 23, 1940, in the northeastern
city of Mashhad, Shajarian started recitation of the
Holy Quran and singing at the age of five under the
supervision of his father.
At the age of 12, he began studying Radif, the
Iranian repertoire of classical melodic figures, with
some of the prominent maestros of his time, including
Ahmad Ebadi, Esmaeil Mehrtash, Abdollah Davami, and
Nour-Ali Boroumand.
In 1959, Shajarian officially began his singing career
at Radio Khorasan and rose to prominence across the
country in the 1960s with his distinct style of singing.
Meanwhile, he continued learning different vocal
styles from other virtuosos, including Reza Gholi Mirza
Zelli, Fariborz Manouchehri, Ghamar Molouk Vaziri,
Eghbal Azar, Taj Isfahani and
Gholam Hossein Banan.
Shajarian has cited legendary
Iranian tar musician Jalil Shahnaz
as the most influential to his
development, saying that Shahnaz’s
playing style was what he most tried
to mimic throughout his artistic life.
To better understand and perform
the traditional repertoire, Shajarian
also started playing the santour,
a
percussion-stringed
Persian
instrument, under the instruction of
prominent virtuosos Jalal Akhbari
and Faramarz Payvar.
The iconic vocalist continued his
career in different spheres, including
teaching at Tehran University’s
Department of Fine Arts, working
at National Radio and Television,
conducting research on Iranian
music, and creating a repertoire of
recordings.
He has also collaborated
with several other iconic Iranian
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musicians, including Pariviz Meshkatian, Mohammad Reza
Lotfi, Hossein Alizadeh and Keyhan Kalhor, recording
numerous historic albums and performing many famous
concerts across the world, with the ensembles Aref,
Sheyda, Ava and Shahnaz.
Collaboration with the ensembles Art and Culture,
also known as Payvar, and Aref have been considered
as some of the brightest episodes in Shajarian’s singing
career.
Awards
Shajarian has received some of the world’s most
prestigious awards for his legacy of art works, including
UNESCO’s Golden Picasso Medal (1999), UNESCO’s
Mozart Medal (2006), the French National Order of
the Legion of Honour (2014), Iran’s National Radio
and Television Golden Cup (1977), Iran’s Best Classical
Vocalist (2000) and NPR’s 50 Great Voices (2010).
He was also nominated for Grammy Awards in Best
World Music for his albums Without You in 2003 and
Faryad in 2005.
Rabbana (Our Lord)

The inspiring works of Shajarian have put an
unforgettable signature on the Iranian life and culture,
becoming an inseparable part of the life of Iranians
from different social strata.
For decades, Shajarian’s breathtaking performance
of Rabbana prayer has been reminiscent of the holy
month of Ramadan for Iranians.
He selected and combined four different Arabic
verses of the Quran, each beginning with the phrase
“Our Lord,” and sang it based on the Dastgah Segah,
one of the seven musical modes in the Persian traditional
music.
People listen to Rabbana during every Iftar ceremony
when they want to break their fast. The prayer has been
interwoven with every big family gathering and other
religious festivals in Iran during the month of Ramadan.
Prominent Quran reciters, including the late iconic
Egyptian reciter, Ragheb Mustafa Ghalwash, have
praised the work as a unique masterpiece in the history
of Quran recitation.
In May 2017, Iran’s Cultural Heritage Organization
registered Shajarian’s Rabbana as part of the country’s
national heritage.
Versatile artist
Apart from his enthusiasm for singing, Shajarian also
devotes time to different other artistic activities, including
composing music, playing various musical instruments,
inventing new musical instruments, calligraphy and
designing Japanese gardens.
He has done the calligraphy of the cover of several
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of his own albums. In November 2010, Shajarian
displayed some of his calligraphy works at an exhibition
in Tehran’s Vahdat Hall which showed the works of
several contemporary Iranian calligraphy maestros.
Apart from composing music for some of his albums
and playing several instruments, the maestro has invented
several new musical instruments, including Sorahi, Shahr
Ashoub, Saghar, Kereshmeh and Sabou.
In May 2011, Shajarian’s invented musical instruments
were put on display at the Iranian Artists Forum in Tehran.
The iconic vocalist has also been campaigning
to discover and train new talents in Persian singing,
including in a 2007 nationwide program that aimed
to take traditional Persian signing tests from numerous
singers.
Shajarian’s son, Homayoun, and his daughter, Mojgan,
are among the famous vocalists trained by the maestro.
The globally-renowned vocalist has also been
engaged in several humanitarian activities, including the
establishment of the Bam Garden of Art in the southern
Iranian city of Bam, after the city was struck by a deadly
earthquake in December 2003.
Battling cancer
In a Youtube message from Canada in March 2016,
on the eve of Norouz – the Persian New Year – the artist
hinted with a tinge of humor that he has been suffering
from a disease, without elaborating on the details.
“I have been living with a guest that is my friend now
for 15 years,” Shajarian said in the message, referring
to his illness.
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“I have stayed here (Canada) and cut my hair
on his (my friend’s) order.”
“My friend and I need some more time to
agree on some issues,” he added.
Later reports suggested that Shajarian has
been fighting kidney cancer over the years,
during which he had remained highly prolific.
Shajarian
has
continued
his
treatment in the US and
Iran, with reports
saying he is in the process
of recovery.
Messenger for Iranian
culture
Throughout his artistic
career, Shajarian has
mainly tried to distance
himself from different
established
political
viewpoints,
stressing
that he uses his voice to
introduce the values of
the Iranian culture to
the world.
“My voice is part of the ancient culture of Iran,
which seeks to remind the people of the world of the
culture we have; the culture of humanity, the culture of
love, peace and joy. We have no message other than
friendship, love, life and happiness for the people,” he
says in a documentary about his life.
Shajarian’s deep passion for the Persian poetry is
one of the key elements in his artistic creations. In every

single piece of his works, he meticulously selects poems
from both classical and modern Persian poets based
on the specific social conditions under which the song is
created.
“Sometimes the richness of a poem takes me where
I get intoxicated, until I realize I am singing for an
audience,” he said in a 2015 speech in Tehran.
The maestro underlines the need for transcending
beyond traditions in Persian music and at the same
time maintaining the
authenticity of the
art, noting that art
inevitably
evolves
according to the
needs of its time.
A l t h o u g h
Shajarian
thinks
that Iranian music
has not been very
well introduced to
the global community, he has repeatedly expressed
optimism over the future of the art and said that despite
all the restrictions, the growing enthusiasm for music
inside the Iranian society will eventually create major
platforms for authentic Persian songs to be heard across
the world.

“Sometimes the richness of

a poem takes me where I get
intoxicated, until I realize I
am singing for an audience”
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Team Melli will make Iranians proud in
World Cup

W

e all hope the best for Team Melli, but
the Reality shows that according to World
rankings, Group B is considered the hardest
group in World Cup 2018 held in Russia.
And Iran will face very motivated Rivals. Spain and
Portugal are responsible for the past three European
titles and Spain wants to come back to the Top, while
for Portugal’s Cristiano Ronaldo it will be his last chance
to make a real impression at a World Cup. Morocco
qualified for the first time after 20 years.
For the first time Iran, will play in back to back World
Cups. I am sure, like always Iran will play a good organized
Defense Football and with quick counterattacks. Team
Melli has with Alireza Jahanbakhsh , Mehdi Taremi,
Karim Ansarifard, Kaveh Rezaei and Sardar Azmoun
perfect Counterattack Players. Therefore I am sure that
Iran will be dangerous in all World Cup Games and will
find enough goal opportunities. But I am not sure if the
Defense has enough individual Capacity on this Level.

Therefore the results of Team Melli will depend very
much on the individual defense mistake rate. The World
Cup can be a big Chance for Players like Azmoun,
Rezaei or Saman Ghoddos, who are playing in Europe,
to get offers from Top Teams.
Matches:
•
June 15: Morocco v Iran, St Petersburg ; June 19:
Portugal v Spain, Sochi
•
June 20: Portugal v Morocco, Luzhniki Stadium,
Moscow ; Iran v Spain, Kazan
•
June 25: Iran v Portugal, Saransk ; Spain v
Morocco, Kaliningrad
The Rivals :
Analyzing Portugal or Spain seems to be not
necessary. But the way Portugal played on the Road to
Russia, we can say that Portugal seem to be stronger now
then at Euro 2016. For example, Milans André Silva and
Bernardo Silva had great Performance at their Clubs
and also in general the team has more alternatives. They
IRAN MIRROR JUNE 2018
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have a good mix of very
experienced and
young talented Players.
In Brazil 2014 and
France 2016 Spain had
disappointing results but
qualified brilliantly for
Russia 2018.
Even if the main
Squad is similar, with
the new Coach Lopetegui
Spain is back to its successful
football. Especially Morata
and Isco made the offense of
Spain much more dynamic and
dangerous.
Morocco qualified for the 2018
World Cup for the first time in 20
years. Morocco displayed an united
Team with a good organized Defense.
The individual Quality of the Players are
mostly in Defense like
Juventus’s Mehdi Benatia. The offence belongs to
the Form of Hakim Ziyech and Belhanda. These two
Players are the Brain of the Offence. Who stops them,
stops Team Morocco.
Result: For Iran to proceed from the group, will
be very difficult, because Spain and Portugal are Top
Teams in the World. But I think it will not be an easy task
for them to beat Iran. Therefore I am sure that Team
Melli will make Iran proud with positive football.
Iran have been drawn in Group B along with Spain,
Portugal and Morocco.
Team Melli have never
gotten past the group stage
in four World Cups but the
former Real Madrid says
they will see what happens.
Iran will face Morocco on
June 15 in their opener.
“Without a doubt, Spain
and Portugal are favorites,
but only on paper. As we all
know in football nothing is
impossible. There are times
when the mouse escapes
from the cat. Team Melli will
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defend their honor and aim to make the whole Iranian
people feel proud,” Queiroz said.
“The draw is very exciting and very attractive
and could not be better. To play against
Spain, Portugal and Morocco will be a great
opportunity for our players to show why they
are here and especially to show that they
deserve to be here,” the former Real Madrid
coach added.
“I’m sure we are going to do well. We
are going to be competitive as always and
no matter what happens in each game,
I’m sure our fans will be proud and
happy with their team.
“From the players’ point of view, I’m
sure they are very excited to play against
Portugal and Spain and also Morocco,
because it’s a unique and rare opportunity
for Iranian players to play against such
great players and such great teams,”
Queiroz said.
“For me, it’s a very special group,
because Portugal is my country and I was
fortunate to train Real Madrid, so I have a
good knowledge of Spanish football. As
Iran coach, my goal is to make it difficult
for both, as well as Morocco. What is
certain is that we are going to make
war. It will not be easy to beat
Iran
and my players
will try to
do their best. We’ll see
what happens,” he concluded.

Polo (Chogan)in Iran: Game of Kings
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It is probably the last thing you would expect to
come across in the capital of the Islamic Republic of Iran
but yes, the game polo is played in Iran. In fact, many
believe it even originated in Iran.
Even though there is no record of the exact time
of polo’s birth, the earliest games of chogän, are
estimated to have been between Turkmans and Persians
in 600 BC.
Polo was the world’s first team sport, the world’s first
ball game, and today is recognized as the world’s fastest
team sport and ball game. The first recorded game took
place in 600 BC, in Ancient Persia. Throughout history,
the game has been popular among generals, warriors,

Even, Ferdosi, the author of the epic “Book
of Kings” Shähnämeh, glorifies this game on
several occasions, most important of which is
the match between Siavash (son of a Persian
King) and Afrasiab (a mythical king of Turan), where he
particularly praises Siavash’s proficiency at the game.
The word “polo” is believed to come from “pholo”
which means ball in Balti language of Tibet. The word
Chogan, however, comes from the kind of wood the
mallet is made of.
Polo was originally designed to be played by
nobility with as many as one hundred players and was a
kind of miniature battle that measured horseback riding

princes, and kings as a means of training cavalry for
warfare.
Many Persian kings, such as Shah Abbas of the
Safavid dynasty, were privately trained in the game,
and played it regularly. Thus, polo was originally called
“the game of kings.”
The importance of polo is also evident in Persian
poetry. While many Persian poets such as Sa’adi, Hafez
and Nasser-Khosrow have mentioned polo, Rudaki
is the first post-Islamic poet who mentions Chogan.
Khayyam has used polo to explain his philosophy.

and fighting skills of kings’ soldiers and guards. Later,
however, with its growing popularity, the number of
players shrank and the sport became widely available
to the public.
The other difference between the original game and
what it is known as today is the speed of the game.
Initially, polo been a slow game where horses were not
trained to run fast. Now, the game is played by four
players on the field and two mounted umpires on the side.
Each game is divided into six to eight sections that are
called Chukka. Each chukka is timed to last seven minutes
IRAN MIRROR JUNE 2018
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but the game
goes on until
the ball goes
out of field.
The main goal
of the game
is to land the
small plastic or
wooden ball in
the opponent’s
goal.
The history of
women playing
polo in Iran dates back
to at least the 4th century AD, with many accounts
of polo matches played between princesses in
particular. In fact, the poet Nizami described polo
matches between the Iranian Shah, Khosrow Parvis,
and his court against the Armenian princess, Shireen,
and her court. Many indications point to the fact
that polo was perhaps even more popular amongst
the ladies than it was amongst the men during this
era. More recently The Iranian Polo Federation was
created 3 years ago with the aim of promoting polo
and encouraging female players
By the thirteenth century, after the Mogul invasion,
the game was taken to the East and in the 1850s, the
British witnessed it being played in Manipur which
inspired them to establish polo clubs and eventually
create games such as golf and hockey.
Two decades later, in 1870s John Watson
speculated rules of the game as they are recognized
and played today. According to Iran Chamber

Society,
other
cultures adopted
the game of polo
as well.
For
example,
the
Chinese–
especially under
Ming-Hung
the
Radiant Emperor–
were quite fond
of the game, and
it is suggested that
other cultures learned the game either directly
through Persians who had escaped the Arab invasion
of eleventh century, or indirectly through Indians or
its popularity amongst Byzantines of Constantinople.
Many historians have emphasized the value of
the game and have noted its difficulty: For instance,
a ninth-century historian concludes that breaking of
the stick or mallet during the game, is an indication
of the player’s lack of skill. In the West, especially
in Britain and Australia and in South East Asia, like
India, polo still has its ardent fans and players. In
Iran–its birthplace–however, polo does not have an
apparent place beyond continuing to exist amongst
some nomadic Iranian tribes whose lives require
riding horses.
UNESCO has recognized the team sport of polo,
played on horseback, as Iran’s intangible cultural
heritage in December 2017.

“UNESCO has recognized the

team sport of polo, played on
horseback, as Iran’s intangible
cultural heritage in December
2017”
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You can beat disabilities through sport Paralympic gold medallist, Zahra Nemati

I

f there’s one Olympian you need to know about it’s
Zahra Nemati. Nemati currently holds a unique and
history-making position in the world of the Olympics:
She is the only Iranian woman to have an Olympic gold
medal in archery, as well as one of the few archery athletes to compete in both the Paralympics and Olympics.
She won her gold medal at the 2012 Summer Olympics
in London.
But it’s not only Nemati’s athletic prowess that is inspiring, it’s also the amount of strength that she derives
from archery that shines through.
Zahra Nemati’s original plan was to compete in the
Olympics at taekwondo. A tomboy in her youth, she
loved the physicality of the martial art, quickly won her
black belt and made the Iranian national team. Then,
aged 18, she got hit by a car. Her spine was shattered
and she lost the use of both legs.
Nemati likened her paralysis after a life-changing
car accident to when a “pianist loses his arms.” But she
persevered, discovering archery, and in it, a renewed
strength. It’s this strength that can be attributed to Nemati’s success on the Paralympic.
Nemati has made a name for herself as a success-

ful archer and role model for women’s empowerment
through sport. She won the hearts of the local crowd in
Rio in 2016, competing in both the Olympics and Paralympics, and won the Games for a second consecutive
time.
Zahra Nemati is determined to participate in the
2020 Tokyo Olympics once again.
“My goal is to make the Olympic team for the second time. I know I have a difficult task ahead of me but
will do my best to make my dream come true,” Nemati
told Paralympic.ir.
Two-time Paralympic gold medallist, Zahra Nemati,
participated at the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD).
The session was held in Geneva, Switzerland on
March 22-23rd 2018
The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities is an international human rights treaty of the United
Nations intended to protect the rights and dignity of
persons with disabilities.
The Convention aims to ensure that people with disabilities can enjoy their rights on an equal basis with all
other citizens.
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“It’s a great honor for me to take part at
the Convention and I hope to be a good representative for my country. I want to defend
the rights and dignity of disabled persons. My
most important message is you can beat disabilities through
sport,” Nemati told
Paralympic.ir.
“
In 2012 she was presented with SportAccord’s
individual award,in london which commends the
commitment and humanitarian spirit of someone
who has made an exceptional and lasting contribution to using sport as
a tool for positive social
change.
After winning in London she said: “I wanted to show
the Iranian youth, especially girls, that the Iranian women are no worse than others, and we may even win the
Paralympic and receive medals. I wanted to break the
stereotype and I’m very glad that I did it.”
”This was a unique reward and I consider it as a gift
from God,” Nemati said. “This was a great honour for
my country and me and I feel this pride with all of them;
I am so happy for this success.”
Nemati said her success can be credited to the overwhelming support she received from family, friends and
coaches, who all dedicated themselves to help her improve each day.
“When an athlete achieves success, some ignore that
there are people and organisations behind that suc-

cess,” Nemati said. “From the first steps, I have enjoyed
my family and my husband’s support … This all supports
the cause for continuous medals for an athlete.”
Nemati’s husband and teammate, Roham Shahabi, is
proud of his wife’s achievements and believes her success can have a big impact on those around her, as well
as those who look
up to her.
“Her success
brings everyone
pride and honours me,” Shahabi
said. “Her position as an Iranian
woman on an in”
ternational stage
is a huge accomplishment, and Zahra can be seen as a role model for
Iranian women and society.
“All these efforts and achievements have been seen
by a global audience, and this matter, in its turn, has
created motivation in society, among women and even
people with disabilities.”
Nemati’s success in 2013 has arguably been unrivalled by any other archer, yet she insists she is just getting started.
“I think that all champions may lose their motivation,
but my dream is not just to win medals,” Nemati said.
“The biggest factors that motivate me are the increasing
expectations and hopeful hearts of fans.”
“When seeing everyone’s hopes for a medal, my endeavour and motivation stimulates me not to disappoint
others.”

My goal is to make it to the
Olympic team for the second
time. I know I have a difficult task
ahead of me but will do my best
to make my dream come true

58

IRAN MIRROR JUNE 2018

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

IRAN MIRROR

PICTORIAL

[1] Ambassador of the Embassy of I.R.I, Nairobi, H.E. Dr. Hadi Farajvand with the Cultural Counsellor during the inspection of
classrooms under construction funded by the Cultural Council. [2] Mr. Majlesain with Dr. Ezekile Mutua, Director of the Kenya
Film Classification Board (KFCB) during the Curiculum conference at the Kenya Institute of Curicullum Development (KICD) [3]
Mr. Majlesain in a photosession during the Muslim-Christian Engagement Conference at Tangaza University College, KarenNairobi. [4] Mr. Majlesain during a courtesy call on Rev. Canon Peter Karanja Mwangi, General Secretary of the national
Council of Churches of Kenya (NCCK) [5] Meeting in Mombasa with a Reknowned Kenyan Shia Schloar, Sh. Abdillahi Nassir
[6.] Signing MoU at Pwani University, Kilifi [7] Meeting with Al Mawadah Foundation Officials, Lamu [8] Mr. Majlesain deliverIRAN MIRROR JUNE 2018 59
ing a speech during the commemoration of the Birthdayof Imam Mahdi (A.s) in Nairobi.
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